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WARNING to all purists! Relax, sit down, and 
pop a few nitro pills if your heart isn't in 
the best condition. ROBERT WESTER'S article 
contains an irreverent photograph of a (are you 
ready for this?) banknote! Yes, a bank- 


note, however, be assured that the photograp 

/is pertinent to the theme of the article, which 
is about a very special book, its author, anda 
Uecrmerresident, On. . « . = « « « «+» «page 4 


PRESIDENT WILSON and ye ed were a bit hasty in ‘dismissing’ 
said: CEO from his office and its attendant duties, e.g., 
writing a Prez' message. Ye ed has taken it upon himself to 
print (without HIS knowledge or permission,) a letter that 
arrived from HIM several weeks ago; if you didn't get a 
copy, 'Go to jail,, do not pass'. ........ . - page 3 


LAST issue we told you that MICHAEL SULLIVAN had submitted 
an article about those: pesky ANA auction catalogs, so Kés 
PE PR hs © Sih CES OTe ice aca tain mer oe oe wh yore ee ee PAGES 


JOEL OROSZ continues his article on the care and keeping of 
books, magazines, documents, etc., but readers had best 
begin taking notes ‘cause there'll be a quiz later in the 
year; failing the quiz guarantees that the books will turn 
to dust before their owners do! It starts on. .. . page 14 


AND FROM outta’ nowhere we bring to you LIVE Mountain Man 
KOLBE and an unbelievable(!) story about why his article 
was so late that we couldn't find pages for him but he's in 
here somewhere anyhow! Phew! (Sumthin" "bout a NEW BOOK?) 


DUE TO suggestions that 'The Last Word' get LOST, a 
"LETTERS' column takes its place in this issue; however, 
beware the likely return of YE ED'S favorite columnist, 
Hone CY MCOACCMISEaVallabLem.me hrf. . eo ss 6s page 24 
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MORE THAN 18,000 LISTINGS! 


Standard 1,848 PAGES! 


Numismatic 


Bibliography 
E.E. Clain-Stefanelli, 


Curator of Numismatics at the 


Smithsonian Institution, 
HARDBOUND | 


: Washington, D. C. 
Well-organized and easy to use! . 


The BEST Numismatic Bibliography ever written! 


$75.00, ppd. George 


Frederick 
Kolbe 


Fine Numismatic Books 


P.O. Drawer 1610A, 


Crestline, CA 92325 U.S.A. 
Telephone (714) 338-6527 _ 
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, | Official Ballot 
1985-1987 


Pursuant to the By-Laws of this organization, the following individuals are nominated 
for the offices indicated; write-in candidates are authorized. Term of office; is two,.(2Z) 
Results of the election will be revealed at the next general meeting of the 
Society at the ANA annual convention in Baltimore, MD, 20-25 August 1985. 


OFFICERS 
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Mail Bid Sale 


More than 800 lots of out-of-print books, 
auction catalogs and periodicals 


INCLUDED IS: 


‘A complete set of Bowers & Ruddy/Bowers & Merena sales 
A long run of Numismatic Gallery/Abe Kosoff sales 


Original copy of An Arrangement of U.S. Copper Cents, 
| 1816-1857, by Andrews 


) Original Copy of 
Frossard's Monograph of U.S. Cents and, Half Gents; etc. 


Empire Review, complete 


Empire Topics and Rare Coin Review, 
virtually complete 


AND MUCH MORE! 
Sale Closes April 27 


Catalogs Available on Request 


John F. Bergman 


4223 Iroquois Ave. 
Lakewood, CA 90713 


Cis) 421 -Ol fl eatier. 4. boM* Poland .on weekends 
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From the President... 


Book ‘Doctor’ Arrives from England 


Mr. Alan Grace, one of 


England's foremost bookbind- 


ers, has moved his business 
romene Ul >. within the past 
three months. Recognized as 
one of the finest craftsmen 
in the trade, Alan is well 

known to the owners of some 
Oimeene wens country's fin- 

Scremumicmatic libraries. 

He has done work for me 
inthe past, and his work— 
manship is, without doubt, 
as fine as can be found in 
the trade. He has bound and 
restored works for such 
well known numismatic bib- 
liophiles as Armand Champa, 
Sonne Ford, Jr., and John 
Adams, as well as for many 
other owners of fine 
private libraries. 

Frequently I'm asked if 
Teknow Of a competent book- 
binder; in the past I've 
suggested Alan's services 
to many of my customers. 
Heretofore, the drawback to 
Weltrzing nis talents was 
the postage and insurance 
eost>s of shipping one’s 
books to and from England, 
which often exceeded the 
cost of the work to be 
done. Now, books may be 
mailed to Alan via insured 
booke vate for just a few 
doilars. 

Plongmwitienis SUpeLTor 
workmanship, you'll also 
leavnoetiat Alan’ Ss price 
weriucrure 1s competitive... 
Very competitive, in fact. 


Liyou save books, (‘cata— 
fogs or periodicals in need 
OfMolndingeor Lepari, -! 
unde yousto contact Alanzas— 
Guiekhy sw possi lie, core) 
know that he'll be deluged 
Wht wOorkeonce Ne Nase ocen 
discovered” by other bib- 
liophiles in need of his 
Services se KrOWsd POMae x= 
perience that you'll be 
astounded by the beauty and 
Gualiely nor workmanship ‘that 
Yoscul tee cOmManl Savors. 

Unlike many craftsmen in 
this country, Alan doesn't 
lanterns ewerk=eseneaqure LO 
eight hours a-day, five 
days a week. He's aware 
thatemosteproltophi tes 
IWAntmEsyeosterday, mand: co 
that end, he's truly a work- 
horse. Customers will learn 
that he produces quality 
work very quickly. 

The relocation, from 
England to the U.S. was 
time consuming and expen-— 
sive for Alan, and I know 
Ne Piappreciate all Gbusi- 
ness you Trevaplevrordrmrect 
fom Dimer LOMeexperreniece 7 acl 
know you'll appreciate what 
he tiieedoetone,OUurmmoOCKon 

Poec Loc ng we laude Kem OC 
say that I have absolutely 
no financial interest in 
Alan's business. I merely 
wanted to inform book 
lovers that we have a true 
craftsman available to help 
us restore, preserve and 
beautify our precious books. 
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Engraving Art, Science in Book 


By Robert Wester 
Pembroke, NH 


Robert J. Leuver, Direct- 
GOrsoherhe U.S. Burcat.of 
Engraving and Printing 
(BEP,) has stated, "Anti- 
counterfeiting changes in 
United States currency are 
in progress. The changes 
are due to sophisticated 
photocopying machines which 
may attain perfection in 
the .earty 1990s." 

These changes have renew- 
ed a great interest in the 
past numismatic history of 
banknote engraving and 
counterfeiting, both of 
which are regarded by many 
numismatists as being a 
great art, a science, and 
paninoh our sculvLuralpiera— 
tage. 

While numerous publica- 
tions have been produced 
over the years, Waterman 
Lilly Ormsby is recognized 
as having created America's 
masterpiece on banknote en- 
graving. His book, publish- 
Sd bin Ne 527aans entitled A 
Description of the Present 
System of Bank Note Engrav- 
ing Showing its Tendency to 
_ Facilitate Counterfeiting: 
To Which is Added a New 
Method of Constructing Bank 
Notes to Prevent Forgery. 

This outstanding present- 
ation has never been sur- 
passed due to Ormsby's 
superior skills, which he 
demonstrates throughout the 


work by his meticulous prep- 
aration of illustrat#ene 

and clarity of the free 

his knowledge and his 
mastery of organizations 

Ormsby was born in Hamp- 
ton, Conn..in, 18097 eBy eee 
age of 16 he was a black- 
smith's apprentice in Roch- 
ester, NY. In 1829 he enter- 
ed the National Academy of 
Design, which marked the 
beginning of an extraordi- 
nary and distinguished ca- 
reer in banknote engraving. 

In 1832 Ormsby produced 
the first of 24 engraveng 
inventions, which was a 
ruling machine for straight 
and waved lines. He created 
ruling machine attachments 
for copying medallions in 
upright and horizontal posi- 
tions; he invented the gram- 
margraph, kaleidograph, and 
machines to engrave on 
piano and carriage plates, 
Colt. pistols, sand meuem 
combs. 

He also improved James 
Bogarus' transfer press, 
and he's known _to have con- 
structed a transfer press 
for; Rawdon, Wright & Hatem 
the New York banknote en- 
graving firm. 

In 1842 Ormsby establish- 
ed the New York Bank Note 
Covrat.50 Wal loSbt isa 
which he was the sole pro- 
prietor. The firm execuces 


oy ee 2 < 
“ged he 
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This $5 note was issued by the Mechanicks Bank, Concord, 


NH. ‘The Village 
Concord as it looked 


Scene’ illustrates 
in the early 


the main street of 
1850s. The gentleman 


in the cameo is President Franklin Pierce. 


Wester... 

the 82 medallic engravings 
which illustrate Thomas 
Wyatt's Memoirs of the 
Generals and Commodores of 


the American Army and Navy. 


Banknotes produced by 
Ormsby are engraved works 
OGVart; among his finest is 
the family of horses which 
ePpeacs }On va 955 Note wissued 
in 1856 by the Drovers Bank 
of Leavenworth City, Kansas 
Territory. 

Of his many fine contri- 
butions to American numis-— 
matics, his most important 
gift to the bibliophile is 
his masterpiece on the art 
of engraving and construct- 
ing banknotes. This elegant 
volume in its original con- 
dition exhibits black 
leather covers, which have 
geometrical engravings with 
the title, Ormsby's Bank 
Note Engraving, embossed in 
gilt on. both covers’: 


This 102-page-,,. gold-leaf- 


ed production is comprised 
Bio parts als plates, (and 


| 
a preface that describes 


the current system, and the 
necessary changes he would 
introduce to eliminate 
counterfeiting in banknote 
engraving. 

Pawtwelyor ether book ex— 
plains the various machines 
necessary, and the systems 
used to manufacture bank- 
notes efficiently. 

In part 2 Ormsby writes 
of imitation lathe work by 
wood engraving, counterfeit 
Treasury notes, the ex- 
ploits of Bill Brockway, san 
infamous American counter- 
feiter, and the economic 
dtEtrculieresrolegins tis UtIng 
changes in the current sys- 
tem of banknote engraving. 

Parte Ott Nespookseintwo— 
duces Ormsby's new method, 
'The Single Vignette Bank- 
note.' He states that the 
entire surface of a bill 
would be covered with one 
unbroken, inseparable de- 
Sign, which would be very 
Git td CU lt aes NOt. aipessa > 
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ble, for the most competent 
counterfeiters to forge. 

The 13 plates in the 
book are simply magnifi- 
cent, and there's a full 
page description of each 
plate. Plates 1 and 2 are 
_ilustrations Of a transfer 
press, and ruling and copy- 
ing machines. Plates 3-6 
illustrate and describe 
banknote vignettes, geo- 
metrical lathe work, and 
the multiplication of geo- 
metrical figures. 

Plates 7-9 are engrav- 
ings of 4-up plates of bank- 
notes. Plates 10-12 are 
common vignettes produced 
by other engravers, and 
found on obsolete banknotes 
of America. Plate 13 indi- 
cates Ormsby's 'new method' 
of constructing a banknote. 

The book was printed by 
W. Willoughby, 77 Duane 
Sto, New Yorkmerey 2 EL cs 
approximately FO-172) by 13 
inches; the number printed 
is unknown. 


Of five copies Known to 
this writer, one is dis- 


bound and two have been re- 
bound, very possibly due to 
‘constant use on the heavy 
covers. Standard and presen- 
tation bindings appear to 

be identical, as described 
earlier. 

How much should one pay 
for a copy of Ormsby? An 
unbound copy with missing 
plates was valued at $300 
in an auction; two years 
ago a rebound copy was of- 
fered.ForySsiw U0. 
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This writer had the good 
fortune to obtain “a copys 
its original condition, and 
inscribed by Ormsby to our 
14th president, Franklin 
Pierce. Laid-in the book is 
a letter from Ormsby to the 
president, describing the 
problems in America with 
counterfeiting, and suggest- 
ing necessary reforms in 
banknote engraving. The 
letter reads as follows: 


New York, Jan Sige 


Dear Franklin: 


Allow me to present you 
with a copy of my late work 
on bank note engraving 
which explains the cause of 
the vast amount of counter- 
feiting inthis couneeye 
This is. the’ first *publted. 
tion of this subject and is 
growing daily more import- 
ant to every person in the 
community. 

I ask permission to call 
on you at some future time 
when my plans for construct- 
ing bank notes to prevent 
forgery are mature. That I 
may have an opportunity of 
convincing you of "the vugrres 
insecurity of our presene 
paper money, and of the req- 
uisites of legislative act- 
ion on the subject and at 
present: Twill only7aen 
your -attention to the impor- 
tant requisites of a bank 
note, which constitute Yes 
value, there are but two, 
first that the bank be 
good, second that the note 


Spring, 1985 


i 


DPF DP PDPDDPPDSPOSODOPSOPSPSPPSPDSSDPOPSCSEDDdPS FS OSOOOD 


WANTED 


G. Van Loon's four volume set on Dutch medals 


(as lot #444, Kolbe sale of December 2, 


1984) 


ALSO NEED 


F. Van Mieris' three volume set on Dutch medals 


(lot # 479, 


Same, Kolbeusale) 


PPCSCOSOESSEOSEe 
I'm seriously interested in purchasing Dutch rare books. 
Please contact me before you sell! 


John Groot 


SPOSBDSOS SSeS 


Ace Coins and Stamps 


522 -28th St., S.W., Grand Rapids, MI 49509 
Telephone (616) 532-5060e@Teletype (FACTS C-4) 
SOSSSSSSSSSSSSSOSSSSSSOSOSSSSSSSOS OOOO OO OS 
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be genuine. The people lose 
more by counterfeit money 
than by broken banks. It is 
therefor (sic) of as much 
importance to the poor. peo- 
ple-to have the. note .genu- 
pricomacrerr 1S to’ have the 
bank good. 

fosis my object and aim 
£O0 instruct the people in 
iiewarts OF banknote engrav- 
ing to the end, that our 
general banking laws be 
amended so that they shall 
define no less particularly 
the manner in which a note 
must be engraved than the 
manner in which the bank 
must be organized. 

Many of the counterfeit 
beltie ur careulation are 
absolutely the work of the 


original engravers. Counter- 
feiters obtain their work 
in spite of the utmost 
eptevesmtouprevent iia. Tas 
all owing to the patch work 
system. of constructing the 
note and the use of dies in 
the engraving of plates. 

Myre plants etouhavega 
bank note of ‘one' design 
or picture wi Ehalwethe 


“Leteeringvinrerwovenvine1e. 


The whole to be engraved on 
the plate by hand of the 
artist. Without the use of 
dies a counterfeiter then 
would be obliged to do the 
work himself instead of 
employing others who do not 
know for what purpose their 
work is to be used. 

Orme Curnangeea page soz 
you will learn how a 
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counterfeit plate of a five 
hundred dollar treasury 
note was engraved fora 
counterfeiter by the very 
engravers who executed the 
original plates. Such 
things have frequently 
occured (sic) — the matter 
is seriously alarming to 
every banking man. 

Any encouragement which 
I may receive from you will 
be gratefully received by, 

Your most obeient (sic) 
humble servant, 


W.L. Ormsby 


This copy of the book 
has been in Concord, NH, 
Since its presentation to 
President Pierce by Ormsby 
ANSIANUAL VAL COS Sekt ake 
belonged to Josiah Minot, a 
Concord lawyer and business 
partner of the president. 
Minot also was founder of 
Minot and Company Bankers 
of sGoncordg@an =Ee6Gr: 

Harnyeh Dudley ,..son—an— 
law of Minot, owned the 
book for many years;; he was 
president of the Mechanicks 
National Bank, Concord, 
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Charter #2447, anG@aue 
signed many of its notes: 

The Dudley family sold 
the book ‘in late 197O7eane 
it’s a pleasure to reveal 
that it now reposes in the 
Robert Wester Collection of 
Numismatic Literature. 

Ormsby's death in 1883 
ended a* brilliant Career, 
as an inventor and engraver 
his accomplishments were 
many! He was a superb 
businessman who, as a sole 
proprietor, competed most 
successfully against the 
government-approved monopo- 
ly of two major New York 
bank-note engraving firms. 

Champion of the 'Single 
Vignette Bank Note," his 
"New Method' was adopted 
immediately by engravers. 
The Ormsby method can be 
found on the majority of 
paper money issued by the 
U.S. government, 111usemare 
ed in Friedberg's Paper 


Money of the United States. 


Numismatists will always 
be indebted to Waterman L. 
Ormsby, scholar, author and 
creator of the American 
masterpiece, Ormsby's Bank 


Note Engraving. 


ie ale ee 
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Trial List’ of ANA Auction Catalogs 


By Michael J. Sullivan 
Pittsburg, PA 


The ANA auction series is 
represented by 33 catalog- 
ers who issued a variety. of 
sizes, styles and formats 
during 60 years, Spanning 
nearly 80 years. I heartily 
recommend collecting auc- 
Pion,catalogs forthe infor- 
mation and pleasure they 
give to the bibliophile. 

fine Jist that, follows.as 
tiesresuLt of. an.effort to 
identify and describe all 
ANA auction catalogs, which 
should be a useful refer- 
ence for numismatic librar- 
ies.’ 


1908 - Henry Chapman, 30 
September, 65pp, 747 lots. 
Philadelphia. 

1909 - No sale. — 

1910 - Daniel R. Kennedy, 9 
September, 47pp, 670 lots. 
New York. 

1911 - Ben Green, 30 August 
MCpO Joe OtS. Chicago, 
Pole. 9135)19145,.,1915, 
DOGO Nov Sales. 

1917 - Wayte Raymond, 27 
Apoist, Lapp, 7 500 Lots. 
Rochester. 


Author Conducting Census 


Robert Wester requests 
that anyone having a copy 
of Ormsby's book, or know- 
imgwot, a copy, to please 
Soutact wim at: 5¢.Hagh 
Si, emboroke,. NH.03275 


1918 - No sale. 
1919 - Henry Chapman, 4 


Gls Sejofeue Sensei. “SAU er eras, 
Philadelphia. 
1020 gO 2 eNO. Sale. 


1922 - Daniel Kennedy, 31 
AUGUST, S2bP,a OU. LOLS -aNew 
Yorke | 

1923 - No sale 

1924 - Henry Chapman, 26 
August, 19pp,-321 lots: | 
Cleveland 

1925 - Henry Chapman, 26 
August, 28pp, 454 lots. 
Detroit. 

19267 1927 ~- No jsate- 

1928 - The Hobby Shop (Paul 
Lange,) 21 August, 14pp, 
A487, lots., Rochester. 

1929 - M.H. Bolender, 27 
AUGUSt,. 34Dp,, O91 OES. 
Chicago: 

1930 -- The--Hobby Shop 
Lange,) 25 August, 
Tobe Lore. (Buds alo. 
1932. - Waldiam Sunday 1 
September, °7pp,. 16/7 ots. 
Ganciannati. INOscalalogsce are 
known to exist; coins prob- 
ably sold from manuscript. 
1932, — No sale. 
1933258 KOtn=A-Change 
Gilmore, s) 29sgAuUGUusSt, 
De Ose Oech Cacior 
1934 - Charles J. Molnar, 
"Program and Catalogue of 
Coins, (ie Cehugust~28pp, 
590. Lots.« Cleveland. 

1935 - William A. Gaede, 
'Program and Catalogue of 
Coins, Medals and Tokens to 


(Paul 
22pp, 


(Rollo 
29pp, 


10 


Su liar. a. 


be sold at auction in Con- 
Vention.” 24) Augusty ec pp, 
500" lots. (Pietsburg. 

1936 - Assembled by Arthur 
D. White, called by Joseph 
By Stack, 24 August] ie. pp, 
???lots. Catalogs unknown, 
eoins probably” sold7 from 
manuscript. Minneapolis. 
1937 - Charles Kohen and 
JOnN ZUG. 25 August," 4pp-. 
200 lots. (Issued in the 
program and asta separate.) 
Washington, D.C. 

1938 - Columbus Numismatic 
Society, 16 Augusty l4app, 
510- dotss= inside convent— 
10M program.) Codumbus 70: 
1939 *=sStackes,= 26 Auguse, 
ASP p77 Mies POEs. aINYe: 

POAC BS cacksse 27 -AUlgusE, 
A2Dp, el, VOI 10S. WeCroOrtTs 
1941 -— Ira Reed, 19 August, 
SZ Oye COUGH LOCSe Mei a. eer ar 
1942 - Numismatic Gallery, 
29 ekUugUus it, (/ Eppa eo 
bots) Gtres nnatai. 

19487 ="*W. Ge Ryson. Detarls 
& catalog of sale unknown. 
Refer to The Numismatist, 
p= 804,77 October, aie 4acr 
E9449 Clr rords ively 6 
August;  LOpp;, 20s lots. (iIn- 
Side the program.) Chicago. 


YOU despise books; you, 
whose whole lives are ab- 
sorbed in the vanities of 
ambition, the pursuit of 
pleasure, or in indolence; 
but remember that all the 
known world, excepting only 
Savage nations, is governed 
by books. 

Voltaire 


+ 
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1945: - No sale. 

1946 - Numismatic Gallery, 
17-21 August, 110pp,427 
lots. Philadelphia. 

1947 - Numismatic Gallery, 
23-27 August, JOpp, i272 
TOCS== buUnraLle- 

1948 - Milford Coin and 
Stamp Co., (Frank -Kaeerm sy 
21-25 August, 17eppy=ZyTee 
lots. BOSton. 

1949 - Numismatic Gallery, 
21-24 August, 90pp," 272 > 
tots. San Francisco. 
1950 - James Kelly, 
August, JYOpp; "4107. 
lots. Milwaukee. 
1951 - James Kelly, 110pp, 

9 Pl, 2,103 lots.” Phoenie 
1952 - Numismatic Fine Arts 
Hans Schulman, Henry Grun- 
thal, New Netherlands Coin 
Co. 16-21 August, 158ppyeee 
Pl, 4,880 lots. New York. 
1953 - Numismatic Gallery, 
22-26 August, 190pp7 aes 
lots. Dalitas: 

1954-Federal Coin Exchange, 
17-21 August,- 200pp, “46eh4y 
4,175: lots. Cleveland 
1955-Bebee's, 24-27 August, 
SOpp, plates, 2,585" lotse 
Cleveland. 

1956 - James Kelly, 22-25 
August, 64pp,- 3° Pip 2peee 
lots; hardbound edition in 
red cloth! Chicagor 
1957-Federal Coin Exchange, 


25-29 
1,473 


20-24 August, l104pp, 37634 
lots. Philadelphia. 
1958 - Abe Kosoff, 13-19 


AUGUST, 2O2pD, 
Los Angeles. 
1959 - Leo Young, 26-29 
August, 83pp,' 4° Pl, pee 
lots)’ Portland: 

1960 - Arthur Conn & Harold 


2, J0331Gese 
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SUL IVall. «. AUGU Sis fe OS pDyeo0 eles 
Whiteneck, 26-29 August, BOS LOeS mbOs LOI. 

Mee op, 9, 013) LOLS. Also a LO] de SParomOul ty ets ly 
special post-sale edition RUGUS Cyt els OOD rem) a, Oo 
WEtiwMeRL an red, in the lots. Bal™ Harbour. 

margins. Boston. TO7.5) —ouUpe rn OUmo tLamp: & 
1961 - James Kelly, 16-19 COlnSCOn elo mAUGUSKt, 
mugust, —O3pp, 1,8616 Lots. S16Op seUcURP oe eclupDle— 
Atlanta. mental) “37553 lous. sos 
1962 - James Kelly & James Angeles. 

meecuiariton, 15-06 August, UG /6e —sotacks Sa. 24-25 

em oem ioe legs, 509; LOUS.. A RUGUSE Ea GOD peat, eo, ao 
combined ANA/CNA convention lots. New York City. 

and sale. Detroit. Lo J) — sKagrnes «257 7 
P9O63e—eAl Overton, /-10 AUGUS Up oacatalogs;ecased), 
August o4pp, 20<P1, 27000 Te Sse 1 Aiel G 1 aL ORS 1llpp, 
lots. Denver. eee oOo toe Atala. 


1964 - Federal Brand, 19-22 1978 - Bowers & Ruddy 
August, 142pp, OSD S850 Galleries, 21-25 August, 


Hous wecincinnatl. OD 22 ey, 1s verukena 220) - oe a: da 
1965-Al Overton, 25 August, 27004 1OCS. HOUSTON. 

Topo, 1,942 lots. Houston: 1979 - New England Rare 
1966 - Abe Kosoff£/Numismat- Comme Auctions, Begs JU bya 
fmeenterprises,,.52pp,.LL1L., AUGUST pm zmeCaLa lous we EoODD, 
pee 5a OtLS.) Chicago. Sev pp: dy, coeee GoUmlots, 
1967 - Paramount, 8 August, i oldies, Shoe ARO I ENE se 

pepper ll. ; 85239) Lots 1980 - Steve Ivy, 18-20 
Miami Beach. AUGuUSi#teeet 3.1 Dp paella CMU0SS — 
1968- Abe Kosoff/Numismatic ed color cover and session 
Enterprises, 20-24 August, Gividerc ss, J00m ots. 
eee eae) 2, 2OUrlOLS. GiiCaniictit ly. 

Hardbound edition issued 1981 -)Bowers & Ruddy 
after the convention. San Galleries, 28 July-l 
Diego. - AUGUSt? gly 4 ADD yeaa Lae, 
1969 - Paramount, 12-16 34502- lots. New-Orleans. 
Peo mas Opie pho, 053 JESISWS Tet SS EN LSt NA iy reed bw rm 2a 
lots. Philadelphia. August, 2 catalogs with 
1970 - Rarcoa, 18-22 embossed covers, 5lpp & 
PoGuctwelOlpp, 111-7, 2,013 Tay eet alts lly GRE ISN 2 eles. 
Hotsemot.  LOULS. LOtSs, Boston: 

1971 - Stack's, 10-14 T9833" "Kaginiis, 16-20 
pecmst ye cO0pp a S/T Pls, AUOWUS 0 oo 2 pp, ew lie, 8 4,000 
Washington, D.C. tots WAlsoG@hardbound 

1972 - Paramount, 15-19 © edition. San Diego. 
Beast, CSpo, 3,124 lots. 1984" = Kurt’ Krueger ,_ 28-30 
New Orleans. Cina IN sien aes Keven salam 4 


Wren Jess Peters, 23-26 Tt Gp Car Pere Ont. 
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RECASE AND 
RESET IN 
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BINDING BINDING LABEL TRIMMING LETTERING 


Pee ae ae Doe [a 
SS ee 
Sta 
spam [xo | om | wo] 
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Pao | ve [xe | on] 
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Bookbinding and 


NEW CLOTH 
REBACK 
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BOARDS 
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16.00 
18.50 
20.50 
23.00 
25.00. 
27.50 
28.50 
31.00 
34.50 


36.50 


NEW END 


"CLEANING "EXTRA SLIP CASE - 
NG VERSEWIN 
sae PYERSEMING LABELS CLOTH or PAPER| PAPERS ONLY 


FROM 
$8 


@ SPECIALISTS IN THE REPAIRS OR REBINDING OF 
COLLECTOR, BOOK TRADE AND LIBRARIES ALIKE. 
@ WE MATCH AND REPAIR TORN OR DAMAGED PAGES 


ADVANTAGEOUS WHEN MATCHING THE ORIGINAL LE 
@ WE USE THE BEST QUALITY IMPORTED LEATHERS 


BOOK 
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ac NO Sl Kota ssf yt ok P.O. Box 22252, Louisville, KY 


I YS SI MC. a eae rs ee neROy Gee GL 


SD |) GD |) EDD) SD |) GD | |) GD ) GD (|) SDs) GD () GE |) GD |) Ga] |) GD a | 


toration Specialists 


FULL 


1/4 BOUND 


DITTO NEW 

OLD LEATHER LEATHER BOUND NEW VELLUM 
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LAID KEEPING MARBLED LEATHER INC. SOME LIMP, OR BOUND 
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12.50 Ee ef. 90 oy 00 _50. 50 46.00 


16.50 pee ae Dee | meee ae 
a meen — ae 
24.50 pam | ace 70.00 Tare s - =| 25,00 
= i eae pacha oe 

31.50 Fae | 00 beet 80.00 eee — enemas 
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| 130. 00 


97.00 e 
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| FROM LEATHER 1/2" THICK JAN. 1st OR BLIND AS REQUIRED 
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MISUABLE AND RARE BOOKS, SERVING THE SPECIALIST 
DESO DYE OUR. OWN LEATHER WHICH IS ESPECIALLY 
fee ose DS OF A’ FINE- OR EARLY BINDING. 


Meee eMOROCCO®AND VELLUM, USED ON EARLY WORKS, ) 
ITHS, REXINE AND GOOD QUALITY PAPERS. 
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+ >) D> + > ERD + + <> + | LED 1) St ? GRD 1 7 RELY ¢ 9 


ie ED ) RD |) GD () GR |) ERED () GD |) RAD |) MND () ERED () ED ( ) ND () TD ¢) ERED () ERED |) CEEMED | | CED ¢) GERD « RENE ECE me eh Ney oa tye] EE Ve gc Pd 


14 


The Asylum 


‘ICU Doctor’ Continues Advice 


By Joel J. Orosz 


Kalamazoo, 


(This is the second part of 
OYrosz article; thestirse 
part, which dealt primarily 
with leather, appeared in 
the last assue7of The 
Asy.ium.—Ed~) 

4 


Paper is a much more com- 
plicated subject than leath- 
er; more can go wrong, and 
it's frequently much tough- 
er to treat the problems. 

This takes us back to 
Peter Schoeffer's incunab- 
Te euAn ter sU0mVCatgs male 
Dave Gadisuotr le tnesuper) 
condition, and there's a 
very good reason for this. 

The thrifty denizens of 
medieval Germany ground up 
their old linen and cotton 
rags to make paper. The 
fibers were long, the mate- 
rials were virtually free 
of contaminants, the water 
used in the process was 
pure prandseVeryestepywas 
completed slowly and fully. 

If the paper was sized, 
i.e., if it was treated 
Witht a Gluey, scuicky—asub— 
stance to strengthen it and 
Gives 1 teas Goods Groundmtor 
PYinting-~ 7 eawas os eZzcOmwietl 
organic materials of vreta= 
tively low acidity, such as 
Nu OLS, Vavise -ehemrrirat 
product’ was strong, stable 
and it deteriorated ata 
very, very Slow rate. 

Paper made in this man- 


Mich. 


ner could be made only slow- 
ly and laboriously, but 

that was no problem. Demand 
for paper was small because 
the vast majority of medite— 
val Europeans were illiter- 
ate. But, as the number of 
people who could read in- 
creased, the demand for 
paper increased as well. 

Around 1850 the demand 
was outrunning the supply, 
so manufacturers had to 
find an inexpensive and 
abundant source of paper 
quickly. It was! thenmthos 
they discovered that the 
poetic order, 'Woodman, 
Spare that tree,' was lousy 
advice. 

Wood pulp was cheap, it 
waS available in seemingly 
endless supply, and it 
could be converted into 
paper very quickly. Themed 
product had short fibers, 
thus was rather weak, and 
it didn't» look-or fecimees 
nice as rag paper, but this 
seemed a small price to pay 
for progress. 

But manufacturers had to 
develop one more innova- 
tion. The nut-oilsazes 
took a long time to work, 
so they developed a quick- 
acting size, alum-rosin. 
This is a very astringent 
mineral -salt that dries 
quickly and makes the paper 
instantly ready to receive 
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ier rsk, sche-Taterati 
sneered at the new paper; 
the derisive term, ‘'pulp' 
novel referred to the paper 
on which such books were 
printed, rather than their 
Gomcents. Buty pulp paper 
made books affordable, and 
fueled the explosion of 
ieceracy ine the- world: It 
would be a different world 
indeed if paperbacks rou- 
Pere yersol ator. S50" to: S60 
per copy, as they might if 
they were printed on rag 
paper. 

However, if you will ex- 
cuse the alliteration, pulp 
paper produced a peck of 
problems. To begin with, in- 
side the pulp is a complex 
‘organic molecule, lignin, 
which binds the cellulose 
Togetnertin* the ‘tree. in 
paper, the lignin molecules 
degrade in dozens of ways 
to produce acids and per- 
oxides, the lattér of which 
can damage photographic 
emulsions. 

Paper can be made with- 
OuUtLmignin by using only 
pure cellulose, but if manu- 
Pacturers do that, they" get - 
a paper yield of only 35% 
per tree; if they use the 
lignin, the yield is 95% 
Perecree. 50, you can bet 
Pate put the: tinest 
papers contain lignins. 

But lignins aren't the 
only problem; the alum- _ 
Cosine sizing contains, both 
sulfur and water, which can 
be transformed easily into 
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taminants can produce sul- 
funpe and na trictacidS. ain 
paper, just as they.can in 
Leather. The tacid’ reactions 
frequently are exacerbated 
by high heat; and to make 
matters worse, modern pulp 
paper, withy acs. shore. mole- 
cule#echain, wasn tevery 
strong to begin with. 

Modern paper, then, has 
a terriblevcase’ of acid in- 
digestion, or more vaccurate— 
iy, -acadvdai1 gestions sit us 
literally consuming, i tsels 
before your very eyes! | 
Everytime a positive-char- 
ged“ ion? of acid stealsran 
electron, froma ‘Shonmeychain 
Of pull p pape, “ates loses 
strength. 

When only one-half of 
one percent of the covalent 
bonds are broken, the paper 
will have turned yellow, 
and, be, Looy brit Gley to fnand- 
tetsate lyre By the cCimesone 
percent have been broken, 
the paper will be essential- 
lye equivalent: tOmCcoun 
flakes. 

For a newspaper, the 
process may take a year or 
two; £0 aupaperback,e.0) to 
MSievyGarssarOG asnardcover,s 
20, toPesOrvears PButye unless 
you intervene, it'll happen 
DOA Yarpa pers. 

Youmay’ think that i'm 
exaggerating the problem 
for the sake of emphasis. 
NOteSO sel be any thing am 
being peconsemy dt Vc mel Gene O7- 
Puarye 764, Jonny baker, 
Chief of Conservation at 
fhe sNew “Yorke (Cicy public 
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Library, estimated that one 
half of their collection 
had been. Whit .arretrmicvably. 
losis... teducetOmacidedeteri— 
oration. That. amounts, to 
aApoute o> OUG R000; DOCKS? 

The New York Public Li- 
brary has; concluded, that 
the alternative left to 
them regarding those books 
is to microfilm them, and 
then discard them. Thus, 
the information they con- 
tain wilds beasaved j.but the 
book as a tangible object 
Will beslost: forever s-iie 
library jist Goings webu 
speed ahead' with its micro- 
filming project. 

There are several things 
that happen to paper that 
are less deadly, but pro- 
foundly annoying. One I 
have mentioned already; 
when lignin breaks down in- 
to acid and peroxide, the 
peroxide can damage photo- 
graphic emulsions, so that 
any plates in a book are 
vulnerable. This can be 
corrected by interleaving 
the plates with acid-free, 
Is.gnamn—L ee. paper. 

The other annoyance iS a 
problem that has been with 
us since the beginning, 
namely, iron impurities, 
which promote the formation 
of carbohydrate acid, which 
1S. cae s-bat.. play ei sun Bene 
great acid drama. 

However, if fungus or 
mold grows on the paper 
near an iron impurity, they 
will release certain organ- 
ic.,acids during the course 
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of their metabolism, which 
then react with the iron 
impurities. The result is 
'foxing,' the. littleneuge, 
colored dots that disfigure 
the paper in so many old 
books. 

Until quite recently, 
'foxing was forever." Buti 
learned at the Detroit NBS 
meeting that one of our mem- 
bers has had success jniees 
moving those stains by 
applying pure calcium car- 
bonate and gently rubbing 
them out. 

Since calcium carbonate 
isa basic pH chemiecss 
often used as a buffering 
agent in deacidification 
procedures, I see no harm 
in experimenting with this 
method except in one case, 
on or near photographic 
plates. Calcium carbonate, 
it has been learned recent- 
ly, can tarnish; thessiives 
‘fixed ar photograph: 
emulsiions,- so dont.use 
this technigue on plates, 
or even on pages facing the 
plates. 

But these two problems 
are 'bush leaguers' com- 
pared to the ‘clean-up hit= 
ters',.acids,. on. the deems 
ioration team, and they 
must. be dealt. with,.~ eames 
with. 

How can one determine if 
paper needs deacidifica- 
tion? Often it takes only a 
glance...when the paper is 
yellow, brittle and crumb- 
ly. But that.is. the end) oF 
the line; paper needs to be 
deacidified before that 
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POlnimeeo prevent damage. 
The question revolves 

ervount woH,, which scale 1S .a 
means to measure the relat- 
Pverconcentbations Of j.acids 
and bases in any substance, 
Gamomocale, Crom.|  towl4: 
One.to, Six indicate an 
aeciarc concentration; 
to fourteen indicate a 
pas tverconeentratlion; seven 
is neutral. The ideal pH 
POmspoaper 15.8.5, which 1s 
Wola ncOsthe neutral. zone. 
But most untreated pulp 
papers , even if they look 
SoCo eave, aa pH ainethe 
fange of 5.5 to 6.5. 

In order to determine 
the pH of your paper, buy 
an archivist's pen and make 
peemolie dot on an inconspic— 
uous, part of. the document. 
Shortly, the dot will 
change color; match that 
color to the chart provided 
with the pen, and you'll 
have an accurate reading of 
the pH. If the reading is 
Pile tm 2 o> cele beaneces— 
Setveor deacidaty..., By. the 
way, the dot will remain 
indefinitely, and change 
Cobor as the pH changes, so 
be sure to make a small dot 
iaeeneunOobLrusive: area: 

Orepne face of at, de- 
acidification seems to be a 
Simple problem. All you 
heave stovdo, is, neutralize 
the acid, and the book will 
Miyeuhnappi iy ever after, 
correct? Wrong. Acid degra- 
Gateon sya, Cynamics process 
and begins anew right after 
@eacadif ication. The lignin 
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in tne paper iS) SO acidic 
that simply deacidifying 
Will moO, Deut aie 7 en cual Or 
the acids convarns. 

Moreover, atmospheric 
pollutants, such, as suliur 
dioxide-and nitrogen di- 
oxide, continue to bombard 
thesboook sande uutrmie IitOmsu) = 
fiavcmanGe nd tee Graces. One 
couldmdeacidity again In a 
Eews Veavs, OULMtial wor 
slow down the deterioration 
between deacidifications. 
Besides, who has the time 
or money to deacidify baqoks 
year after year after ydar? 

There is a better way. 
Them bWwORMGe LOC Gr bend re COs 
mend are essentially a two- 
stage process, even though 
they're applied in a single 
Ste pee lem lie pect CLOG. 
acidities the paper, and 
the second stage leaves a 
substantial residue of 
basi ceolema teri aio tiie 
papel pacman out tere 

In chemical terms, that 
base» has) aig extra, ex ectron, 
SO it has. a negative 
charge. The negative ion 
Will ponds wise nes pose lve 
LONLOL Tt hiewacia .-ancmulmis 
Revere. any acidic react— 
Tons Nomdeacsdtrlrcation 
processe1 Ss, completes unless 
jie Leaves) a buLrev Lor neu-— 
imieetlbeiesiials) a bare iera rene Waters 
Act VOnSeeslhemlacal, pH 3ror 
Ere poiurrrer iS OL. COULSEe, 
oye 

When it comes time to de- 
acidity, there fe itwospaths 
one can take: 
non-aqueous. Aqueous is the 
but general- 


aqueous and 


cheaper route, 
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iy less useful, sand 1Trisk= 
ier. One Cannot,, Lor -exam-— 
ple, immerse paper which 
carries water-soluble ink, 
nor can clay-coated papers, 
(the glossy stock papers on 
which so many books are 
printed,) be immersed. And, 
of course, a whole book 
can't. be dunked, so at best 
aqueous deacidification is 
for disbound magazines, pam- 
-phlets and individual 
sheets. 

Aside from its*=inherent 
limitations, aqueous deacid- 
ification also carries with 
THecerblaitierrsks., WEL, paper 
can be torn very easily if 
it's mishandled only slight- 
ly; one must use care when 
drying the paper else it 
may buckle permanently. 

Tere’ S) aLSOwene UNCON 
trollable risk: purity. 
Since this method uses -ever— 
the-counter products manu- 
factured for other purposes 
there's no absolute: guaran— 
tee that they're 100% safe 
for conservation purposes. 
Therefore, to be absolutely 
safe, this method may be 
used only for newspaper 
clippings and items that 
aAbCD UL 1 Preplaccabl 6 rmLor 
these, the process is fast, 
cheap, and very beneficial. 

This approach is called 
the 'Soda Water Process,' 
and was developed by the 
New England Document Conser- 
vation Center. It requires 
only commonplace materials: 
club soda, milk of magne- 
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Sia, a large roasting pan, 
and an old nylon stocking. 

First, chill one quawe 
of club soda in the refrig- 
erator for several hours; 
remove, open it, and slowly 
add one tablespoon of milk 
of magnesia, recap tightly, 
and let stand overnight in 
the refrigerator. Next, 
test the ink on the docu- 
ment to be deacidified. Dip 
a Q-Tip into distilled 
water, and touch! 1UStomere 
ink in an unobtrusive spot. 
Most inks aren't fugitive 
in water, but there's no 
sense in taking chances. 

After the preliminaries 
are completed,pour the 
solution gently into the 
roasting pan; place the 
document onto the stocking, 
(which might have to be cut 
along a seam to make it 
large enough,) for support, 
and lower it into the solu- 
tion. Ascertain that each 
document is well-saturated 
before adding the next one. 
Depending on size, 10-20 
documents may be placed in 
the pan at one time. 

Allow each document to 
Stand in the solution sae 
two hours, remove, then dry 
on blotting paper under 
glass. To minimize the 
chances of buckling,” 4ta 
advisable to place several 
heavy books on top of the 
glass. 

All of this may sound 
very pedestrian, but’it 
works. The club soda de- 
acidifies the paper, and 
the milk of magnesia lays 
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down a calcium carbonate 
buffer, which neutralizes 
further acid reactions. So 
Muocmerfective, “butel 1: be 
Pacwiirse to admit *that..: 
glamorous it ain't! 

The better, non-aqueous 
way is, as some have guess- 
ed by now, more expensive. 
Pore Ss *highly effective, 
and it has an impressive 
Sarecuy record. “This*as*the 
Wei T'o method. 

Wei T'o was a member of 
the ancient pantheon of 
Gminese gods; his specific 
Mession was to protect manu- 
Seriptssand books from de- 
struction by fire, worms, 
myisects, and robbers, large 
One ach (Ve Nb ge 


The solution named after 
this estimable deity is an- 
other two-stage-in-one-step 
process that deacidifies 
and putters Glbeshaswbeentne— 
liably estimated that a Wei 
T'o treatment extends the 
USSR IAS) BESO fat Dookwby = 
fon 40 shines manda Galtiie 
buffer sit Veaves aster iect— 
LVepielie MOS tecas esp tL O Guat 
least’ a century. 

But Weal -TOels=iarrmore 
complicated than the soda 
water process. Pinst swale 
it's non-aqueous, 107s! not 
absolute byardrye. Wea hon is 
dedavered! weu, -bumrine 
basite Constituent ofF that 
solution, as Mnotr water, so 
iiis Note Ges tructive ito 
book bindings, aS ws water. 

Wei T'o may be applied 
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in three ways to documents: 
painting, spraying and dip- 
ping. Painting should be 
undertaken only by experi- 
enced consenpyators, as it’s 
difficult tosapply -the soiu— 
tion evenly by brush, and 
after a few years the brush 
Strokes may become visible 
on the page. 

In theory, a book may be 
dipped in Wei T'o solution, 
DUE donot trey Tt Ther di. 
-ferential drying rates of 
cloth, boards and paper 
could well produce a buck- 
led mess, and what might 
happen to the glues is any- 
one's guess. 

Spraying is the only 
safe way to apply Wei T'o 
to books. The company sells 
an ‘airless spraying' sys- 
Lem. COS 5 ls, O00; and .70u 
can use your own compressed 
air system. Much simpler, 
however, are the aerosol 
cans the company sells for 
about $13 per pint. Unless 
one has thousands of books 
to deacidify, this alterna- 
tive is recommended. 

Before one begins; deacid- 
ification, another decision 
must be made: which Wei T'o 
product to use? The company 
makes six different formula- 
- tions, numbered, for some 
Quaint reason,, 27655 ;5e ee, 
ie andy 1224 Numbers OF ssand 
4 are useful for, brushing, 
dipping or compressed air 
spraying. Numbers 10, 11 
and 12 are for aerosol 
spraying. 

]it the vankiof sour book 


The Asylum 


is quite soluble, choose 
numbers 2 or 10, which are 
very gentle;, 3%0r 11 Gime 
improved penetrating power 
while still being kind to 
most inks; 4o0r 12 wages 
penetrate boards but “should 
be used only for the most 
Stable of inks. 

When the technigue and 
the solution have been se- 
lected, all is readyetamaee 
gin. First, test:-the inkeoy, 
Spraying some solution ona 
piece of scrap paper, then 
dabbing, into adsswi ties 
O-tip, and testing an un- 
obtrusive part of the ink. 
If it passes muster, place 
the book upright on a spray 
board. 

(A spray board can be 
made by cutting off the 
ends-of.a 4" X 12™8boarceeuds 
a 45 degree angle, setting 
them up so they form a 
right. triangle, likessa: 
and gluing a piece of 
plywood over them.) 

Hold the can tilted ata 
45 degree angle so the 
spray will hit the paper at 
a right angle, about 4-6 
inches away from the book. 
Wet the page thoroughly and 
evenly, but not excessive 
ly ,, spraying fromasidewee 
Side in an overlapping pat- 
Cerise 

When finished, lay the 
book flat to allow the page 
to dry, but keep an eye on 
it, fon it might beginges 
cockle;. if .1t.does, simsens 
a sheet of dry blotting 
paper on each side of the 
treated pages, close the 


Spring, 1985 


ral 


Dealer Welcomes New Bibliography 


By George Frederick Kolbe 
Crestline, CA 


In the preface to her 
new work, Numismatic Biblio- 
OeanlyeptiviraClain-Stefan— 
elli states, "Numismatics, 
often considered as a lei- 
surely pastime, a delight- 
Polio pby,.0Or.a profitable 
enterprise, is in fact a 
very exacting science." 

Numismatics can be one 
or all of these things, but 
Pes status as a-science is 
demonstrated by the scope 
and Organization of this 


IOS 7 tate 
book, and place a small 
weight, such as another 
book, son-it: Normal drying 
time is 2-3 minutes, then 
repeat the procedure on the 
next page. There is no need 
touspray the back /of the 
page just completed. 
Binally, after deacidifi- 
cation, the paper may look 
and feel great. Conversely, 
iimeitaywwe Ook lousy hand feel 
Grumbly-. if so; the. acid 
damage had proceeded too 
far before the deacidifica- 
tion. Remember that deacidi- 
Pacer eo meGcs NOt iIreverse 
acid degradation; it only 
Sows ue wralc, Ob DlitLune~de—- 
peraoratron.iThe secret is 
bomceton Jt rearly.- 


(Repair of paper cuts and 
Poacemic the mext topic an 
GroetteartLcle, continued 
ithe next 1ssue.-Ed. ) 


new reference. 
Select Numismatic Biblio= 


Grapny ethe aprecursor sek 


this work by the same auth- 
ON, awassoubliushedsane 1965, 
contained 4,962 entries, 
and was the first major, 
general numismatic biblio- 
graphy issued since 1801. 

The new book expands and 
refines the contents and 
scope of earlier works; lit 
features more than 18,000 
entries carefully arranged 
in nearly 500 categories. 
It's well to note, however, 
that the work is still se- 
lective. Emphasis is placed 
on the inclusion of modern 
WOGKS .lae. § CoGSesOn jine 
past 80 years, however, a 
large number of earlier 
works are included when 
thought to be important. 

This work is likely to 
be the 'standard' for many 
years, as was her earlier 
book, tees arVen toate 
one person a combination of 
knowledge in diverse aca- 
demic disciplines, and the 
desire, requisite fortitude 
and persistence necessary 
LOMpreduce such sewer ke. 

Ms. Clain-Stefanelli and~- 
héerwlate wnusband ss VilaGimis, 
were, Co-Guratore fot sNunmae. 
matics inthe Smithsonwan 
InstiLeubLon, Lor .a, number “of 
VEGAS ,2asPOSi CLOnM Sane 10W 
holds alone. Both have writ- 
ten important numismatic 


vets 


Kolbe... 

works on.’ various’ topics. 
Dre. Clain-Stefanel tir died 
in 1982. and this. work has 
beén issued as a "Memorial 
to the most wonderful col- 
laboration ever possible 
between two colleagues." 

The book begins with a 
list of general numismatic 
reference works including: 
dictionaries; beginner's 
handbooks; periodicals, 
other aids, and bibliograph- 
ies on specific topics, 
which are cited in their 
respective sections, also. 
Works in many languages are 
listed, and those thought 
to be most important are 
identified by an asterisk. 

Following that section, 
a large chapter is devoted 
to works on monetary and 
economic theories, which is 
an expansion of the 1965 
book; it features sources 
COL EINnPOrmMatroOne not Lound 
elsewhere. 

The evolution of money 
follows, and includes the 
early forms or money,) tts 
Origins, and pre-monetary 
media of exchange. 

A section of more than 
300 pages and 150 sub-cate- 
ories covers all aspects of 
ancient numismatics. After 
that 1S a 250-page, percep- 
tive list of works on medie- 
val numismatics, arranged 
geographically. 

The largest Single seg- 
ment, 400+ pages, of the 
book is devoted to modern 
coinages. Entries are orga- 
nized by country, with many 
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of the more prolific areas, 
e.g., Italy and Germany, 
further divided into re- 
gions. The U.S. section 
covers 54 pages with more 
than 700 entries on coins, 
medals, decorations, paper 
money, tokens, and the tech- 
nical aspects Of CcoOidtMagdes 

Another section of the 
book covers special topics 
where one can find numis- 
matically-oriented public- 
ations on everything from 
astrology to insects: 

The next section lists 
important collections; ex 
hibitions, congresses, and 
organizations, followed by 
listings of the evolution 
of numismatic research, sci- 
entific methods of investi- 
gation, and an extensive 
list of biographical source 
data of noted numismatists. 

The importance of the 
indices in the back cannot 
be overstated; they ease 
considerably the extraction 
of needed information with 
indices for authors, collec- 
tors, personal names, numis- 
matic terms, geographical 
terms, and public collec- 
tions. Locating data frem 
within this book is an easy 
task with the indices and 
extensive table of contents 
located in the fronts 

Content of the book, as 


Back Issues of The Asylum 
Some back issues of The 


Asylum are available.at $2 


per copy, ppd., Prom=e tas 
Meghrig, 24921 BuckSkiteees 
Laguna Hills, CA 92653 
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Rolbpe:.-. . 
Brewed, aniathe preface "1... 
SOnsistsS in-fact of only a 
relatively limited select- 
ion of references which the 
author deemed basic and of 
interest to most readers; 
but like any selection, it 
necessarily carries the 
ELavignok personal preference. 
Tieaw at's “seléctivelsis 
an asset since second-rate 
works tend to be excluded; 
en Vas pucISt+<4s) apt. to 
disapprove that approach. 
Astnesauthor 1s. accom- 
mashed an the fields of 
classical and medieval, and 
modern European numismat- 
ics, these areas seem best 
eoverea in the’ book. Other 
eeeocea such. as U.S--numis— 
Matics, apparently aren't 
covered in the same depth, 
Mites is, largely.a mat 
ter of personal preference. 
The book isn't ywithout 
its faults: The format and 
Sy podraphyiedo, not, .for the 
Mosveeant, compare, favor- 
ably with the 1965 edition. 
Poecemostly a matter ol. @co= 
fomres — tospublashvan “1ly7s4ce- 
page book priced .at 5/5 
with any regard formappecar— 


The Next Issue? 

Mmernenorob Lemiatical she 
eet ee eee well’ 15 9DRYA ex 
Beptetor Orosz' conclusion. 
Someone had BEST start writ- 
ing! And we NEED advertis- 
ers, 1t00, .as we re almost 
outta’ MONEY! What have YOU 
Penewrorsyour Society ilate- 
ly? Memberships? Articles? 
PaveriuserssiGO, TEAM,,..GO!! 
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ance Tstdar i cule enough. 

The binding of the book 
TS anetnier MatrereeutLire: yy. 
[tao reasoma lyeAturaciLve., 
liner. wuth agsbrownswileathers 
grained synthetic material 
On tieesbilte,wlertereanin 
Gilt butert doesnityappear, 
thats cies pogkmwa | ebemabie 
to stand heavy use without 
damage tothe; spine. lt s 
UntOrtunacesulak sehe,mMate= 
rials weren't reversed, 
with ‘the durable linen on 
the spine rather than on 
the covers. -e 

Typographical temrers. 
appear with more than ac- 
ceptable regularity, but 
withe the sexceptronvotythe 
bindings, these faults are 
Mi nO hic DUD li sney Seba 
tenberg-Verlag of Munich, 
are to .\be’ congratulatedsfor 
Waving othe tOLt rude to 
issue such ‘a work;. 1G .was ” 
expensive to produce, and 
there's no guarantee that 
itwile be javsuccess= 

In herYwork ,~ Numasmatics— 


An Ancient. SC1ence,. elie 


aulthow quotes#otanleywLane= 
Pooler WTosberargreate gener. 
al numismatist is beyond 
the powers of one man." 
Assuming Lane-Poolerv aad 
not mean to exclude women, 
this work proves him wrong! 
ft's an tntelectual tour 
de force sei ts padnscakang 
exganization, Widebaberangims 
measurable aid” to ‘research- 
BV ten 6 Se? POS BOON le GE OK or 
livis the best numismatie 
Cubbie OGrapiy, anc cone. OF 
phe Most AmpoOrtant, rerten- 
ence works ever written. 
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WE GET LETTERS... 
..-About Bookplates 


(Your editor has no idea of where 
or when this aspect of the hobby be- 
gan; it isn't a new 'fad,' and it 
could be an idea for an article! 
Too, it's bound to encourage corre- 
Spondence between book collectors, 
regardless of their specialization. 
Franz' letter is unedited, indicat- 
ing that many foreigners have the 
ability to make themselves under- 
stood in an alien language if given 
a vehicle in which to communicate, 
and to improve their skills. 


Send an extra bookplate for Rein- _ 


hold Jordan, who began this ‘trip.') 


8000 Munchen 82, den 20.1.1985 
Uberseeplatz 9 
Westgermany 


Dear Mr. Gresham, 


from a friend of mine (Jordan-Ed. ) 
I have heard that you are using an 
exlibris/bookplate. That is the 
reason I will write to you today. I 
am a student (23 years old) and my 
hobby is collecting numismatic ex- 
libris (exlibris with numismatic 
illustrations or exlibris from nu- 
mismatists/coincollectors). Until 
today I have got more than 300 of 
these exlibris, but there are many 
more numismatic exlibris in the 
world. My aim is to get a nearly 
complete collection and therefore I 
am always looking for new exlibris. 
So I will now write to you and ask 
you, whether you can send me your 
exlibris for my collection; I will 
promise you that I will use it only 
for my private collection. 

You would make me a great pleasure 
if you will help me and my ambi- 
tions. So I will thank you today 
very much for any help! 

In this letter I send you an exli- 
bris for my own. May be you can use 
it or you get interest in this 
interesting hobby. 

Once again let me thank you for any 
help of you. 

So I remain with the very best re- 
gards to you 


Numismatically yours 
(s) Udo Franz 
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(Well, Udo won't pass his English 
exam today, but he has conveyed a 
clear message. Space permitting, 
his bookplate will be illustrated 
in the next issue.-Ed.) 


...And a Welcome Note from a Friend 


Admiring congratulations on the 
Fall 1984 Asylum. I find nothing to 
criticise, and everything to 
praise: the mix of articles, the 
tone, the editor's discreet 
presence. 

I hope it may give you as much 
pleasure as it must your many 
readers. 

All best wishes for 1985. 


Cordially, 
(s) Ran (Zander) 


Thanks, Ran; I needed that! 

I do WISH that more people would 
write, and get involved! Thoughtful 
letters such as yours are appreciat- 
ed more, of course, but I don't ob- 
ject to any who might want to be 
severely critical; viewed objective- 
ly, critics ‘keep us in line.' 

I disclaim credit for ‘the mix of 
articles,’ for I had only two more! 
But, I believe ALL of our members 
MUST admit that the quality of our 
articles is QUTSTANDING...thanks 
solely to our contributors. Yes, my 
editing chores (?) have been pleas- 
ant, but they could be more so... 

More than most, you've heard the 
cry, "Gosh! Man, I can't write!" 
Hogwash! ANYONE CAN WRITE! Besides, 
it's every editor's duty to take 
the merest of copy, cast in the 
most horrible English, and make it 
presentable and interesting. 

So, LET ME HEAR FROM YOU PEOPLE! 
WRITE! With your HELP, we'll make 
this the BEST magazine in the whole 
world! (Yep, that's what I said!) 

Thanks again, Ran, for your kind 
comments, and for the soapbox. 

See you in Baltimore! 


Editor 


Letters should be typed or printed, 
and MUST be signed; names/addresses 
will be withheld if requested. This 


-computer will NOT accept libelous 


remarks or profanity, nor will such 
be passed by the proofreader!-Ed. 
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_ NUMISMA — 


Reprint of Ed. Frossard's classic house organ, limited 


to only one hundred numbered copies. Offset from one 


of the few original sets still intact. Nearly 500 pages. 


Spiral bound in tan, heavy card covers. One of only 
-a handful of early privately published periodicals to 
endure as evidenced by its fourteen year lifespan. 
Filled with informative, interesting and humorous 


articles and anecdotes. Outspoken and often critical 


of his contemporaries, Frossard's journal reflects the 


romanticism and simplicity of the hobby in its infancy. 
Witness firsthand the scathing pen as it was directed 
at such luminaries as John Scott, W. Elliot -Woodward, 
the Chapman Beer eae and David Proskey, while at 

the same time showering its affection toward Edward 
Cogan, William Strobridge, and S.K. Harzfeld, among 
others. While of American influence, numerous mono- 
graphs appear relating to foreign and ancient numis-~ 


A must for the finest of numismatic libraries. 


matics. 


Price: $128.00, postpaid, while the supply lasts. 


CAL WILSON 


38228 Glenmoor Dr. 
Fremont, CA 94536 
(415) 792-4133 


IT IS chiefly through books that we enjoy 
intercourse with superior minds....In the 
best books, great men talk to us, give us 
their most precious thoughts, and pour their 


souls into ours. God be thanked for books. 


. They are the voices of the distant and the 


dead, and make us heirs of the spiritual 
life of past ages. Books are true levelers. 
They give to all, who will faithfully use 
them, the society, the spiritual presence, 


of the best and greatest of our race. 


---William Ellery Channing 


THE Ad0YLOGY 


Quarterly Journal of the Numismatic Bibliomania Society 


Volume III, No. 2 Summer, 1985 
Inside: 


Do VL PLOCKehelps (tom setear the air’ surround- 
img Napoleons Bonaparters ‘numismatic life’, as 


Ne examines ftacu,. fiction, incompetence and 


plagiarism in some of the many books written 


eee bo COnLLOVersia Lutigure, on... page, 5 


"HAPPY BIRTHDAY to Us!" is President (still) Wilson's 
primary message to NBS members, as he reviews briefly our 
hiseorye olny passing, using (ditferent phraseology, he 
admonishes members that it's time to 'Fish or cut bait.' 
MR eMOR 1a eee ae ee wie) el Pe et: ele et s We ccle e s PAGE WG 


WONDERING ABOUT the NBS election results? See . . . page 7 


AUCTION RESULTS? We have a bunch! First, John Bergman 


Wie ora DOU SY AUCE OM On Te ais AA Mita eS Lee. page 79 
THE RESULTS of Wilson's recent sale eer oro. .page, Jel 
MIDMKOLEE.§S report, begins: one. 1:5). oe eer eee erpage: 18 

BEEN, LOOKING for an NBS-membership: list? Try ..«:. page 13 


ALAN MEGHRIG, NBS Treasurer, indexes previous issues for 
PRE EC SOMO. uP ete Oe ee eee oe ds ee os a page ..16 


JOEL OROSZ' excellent article on the care and keeping of 
Vout Pooks ..cGven.ing, snow, .thece joesues, reaches’ 1ts 
Samed PSO MOCCMMI TON On Ymete oe oS were Oe le adil 4 oe ef pager lI 


YE.ED géts in the “First °word' about’ 'the’ president's 
Rescacge eon uc nS eis nad ais rls er Ra ae Mee) ome. page. 28 
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MORE THAN 18,000 LISTINGS! 
New 


1,848 PAGES! 


Standard 
Numismatic 


Bibliography 
E.E. Clain-Stefanelli, 


Curator of Numismatics at the 


Smithsonian Institution, 
HARDBOUND 


Washington, D. C. 


Well-organized and easy to use! 


The BEST Numismatic Bibliography ever written! 


5 A0stond George 


Frederick 
Kolbe 


Fine Numismatic Books 


P.O. Drawer 1610A, 


Crestline, CA 92325 U.S.A. 
Telephone (714) 338-6527 


Og 
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I Want to Purchase 
Deluxe or Presenta- 
tion Bound Copies of 
any catalogs, books or 
periodicals on United 
States numismatics. 


John F. Bergman 


4223 Iroquois Ave. 
Lakewood, CA 90713 


(218) 421-0171 after 4 P.M. PST, 
and on weekends 
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From the President... 


Happy Birthday, Happy Birthday to Us! 


For the seventh consecu- 
tive year, the Numismatic 
Bibliomania Society will 
again gather for its annual 
membership meeting during 
the ANA Convention. This 
Veareicearrair, tov be held 
ical tamores, wililevoccur at 
8 p.m. on Wednesday even- 
mica 2. HUugus ty 

It seems impossible that 
seven years have passed 
emice that first “small din- 
newmeating/ in, St..Louis, 
when approximately a dozen 
"book nutz" decided the 
Pimeawas right.to form’an 
organization for numismatic 
book collectors. 

Following nearly a year 
Geevaboripains;)) thei fizst 
issue of The Asylum was re- 
leased in the early summer 
omelocd. The preface to 
Vote fino. di, iSstatedy; iain 


past, The purpose willebe 
several fold: We will, hope- 
poly enlaghten,,aniormm, 


end sentertain. Thais: willbe 
an open forum fon new,aintor- 
mation and research on nu- 
mismatic literature. We wel- 
come any articles or news- 
worthy items from any of 

you who would care to share 
them with our readers." 

The first few issues of 
the journal did, indeed, 
contain numerous entertain- 
ing and scholarly mono- 
Guaphsebubbyithe end of 
phe -firetavolume;.inethe 
summer of 1981, the flow of 
articles had dwindled con- 


Siimerably 7 -AsS Yasresuultin Lo 
LOOKMMSIMOrerthanwwouyears 
Pemeon opr eng) 1982 ,4unt a) 
Pail, eosd ae rstosoomplete 
volume II. And this was 
accomplished only through 
the untoning et forts tof our 
newleditor Carling Gresham, 
who managed to emit two 
TSSsues mip coe OUrsmonthna pers 
100 Mlase years; Tnerpresent 
number marks the fourth 
issue published?under Carl- 
ingws “davwectron} vand"1s 
noceworeny iduelro.  thellfact 
that they've been published 
wri fa perrodsoLiy ia inonths:: 

But, dear reader, all is 
novewel ls Our overall mens 
bership /is*down,sand the 
edvtorial fcontributionstare 
Virtual lyynon-existents (in 
short, we need your help! 
As I've stated before, The 
Asylum is your journal, and 
ve Ww hetonlywvas dood ‘as 
you ‘make fit. 

tL eealize thatimotievery- 
one 1S Shwriter, (but Loek- 
ing Yover our! current member - 
Ship list peat hseeapparent 
that we're blessed to have 
some: of «the finest numis- 
maticy scholars * Of our gener= 
ation among our number. > 


IN MEMORIAM 


Howard W. A. Linecar 


1912-1985 
Humanitarian, Bookman, 
Editor) cAlthorey hniend 
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President... 


Certainly, the fact that 
the NBS was dormant for 
more than a year contribut- 
ed to the decline in mem- 
bership; ,bucy once ywe got 
back on track, issues of 
The Asylum were mailed reg- 
ularly to virtually all mem- 
bers, past and present. 
Tt's shocking‘ to me that so 
few ex-members elected to 
reinstate their belief in, 
and support of, the organi- 
zation. 

The last time I checked, 
I noted that Coin World had 
about 80,000 subscribers. 
Presumably, at least half 
of those hobbyists can 
read; being even more pre- 
sumptuous, odds are that at 
least 10 percent of the re- 
maining group actually has 
a serious interest in numis- 
Maties. Soy at wewaccept 
that there are no less than 
4,000 collectors out there 
who can both read, and are 
genuinely involved with the 
hobby, why can't we locate 
more than 200 members? 

Being a relatively young 
and small organization, 
we're not blessed with a 
wealth of funds. Ergo, our 
ability to advertise for 
new members is greatly re- 
stricted. However, our abil- 
ity to communicate orally 
(and freely,) presents each 
of us with the opportunity 
to 'spread the word.' All 
of us know collectors who 
study their specialties, 
and a few well-chosen com- 
ments laid at their door- 


tage Asylum 


ZA, | 


RG 


Orville J. Grady 


Numismatic Literature 


6602 Military Ave. 
Opiahe: NE SPI 


ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
of the 


Numismatic 
Bibliomania Society 


8 p.m., 21 AugGUaE 
Baltimore 


(Exact site to be announced 
at the ANA Convention.) 


steps could not: farlb2taser. 

courage many of those indi- 

viduals to join the fold 
Random House's College 


Dictionary defines ‘apathy' 


as “Lack of. interest of came 
cern," (Definition: 25) iam 
many instances, apathy can 
be as destructive as fire, 
flood or famine. Most as- 
suredly,' it has’ been the 
major cause of the deaths 
of thousands of organiza- 
tions throughout the ages. 
Let's not let it beothe 
cause of our 'death.' Give 
a damn! 

And, while you're at it, 
dust off the old typewriter 
and be creative. We're not 
asking for Hemingway or 
Melville; send it broken... 
CarnLitig? wibby facet, 

On to Baltimore! 
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Napoleonic Medal Books Have Problems 


By David Block 
Gainesville, Fla. 
(Copyright, 2995) 


Napoleon, as with Shake- 
speare, has been the sub- 
ject of many arguments; 
Sources £Lorithes latter.are 
few, leaving great space 
for conjecture. The sources 
for Napoleon are so many 
that even as industrious a 
team as Ariel and Will 
Durant could not be famil- 
dar with enough of -them,to 
divine the truth, concealed 
under< a*meuntainous litera- 
Eure’. 

Few biographers have the 
ability to. synthesize a man 
from what has been written 
about him, and when the 
best anecdotes about a his- 
torical figure have been 
Wratten tor ulterior pur- 
poses, to discount what has 
been written. Most of the 
memoirs written by Napo- 
leon's contemporaries had 
as their, objectives to 
curry favor with either, the 
royalists!or the imperial- 
ists: neither side had as 
its main purpose to depict 
Napoleon as he was. 

In one way or another 
this dichotomy has contin- 
ued; George Will considers 
Napoleon to have been the 
most hateful tyrant who 
ever lived, which suggests 
that Will has never read 
Procopius account of: the 
Emperor Justinian. 


Weider and Hapgood, who 
write so imaginatively 
about Napoleon's murder,pin 
the murder on aman they 
call’ "ot vawgenéral sof, Louis 
XVII, Swathi ino apparent 
knowledge that the man was 
a protege of Napoleon; one 
who was given lessons in 
mathematics by Napoleon on 
Corsica before the revolu- 
tion, served in Napoleon's 
armies, was created a count 
by Napoleon in 1810, and 
was made a general by him 
VIE OO dels 

Certainly Napoleon him- 
selfudid Little)to reveal 
the true man. He attempted 
to suppress his earliest 
publicatLon;vandyhesavorded 
discussions of his earlier 
public bite. 

A large gap in our know- 
ledge ‘ef this’ activities 
occurs during the reign of 
Robespierre, a period dur- 
HG Owhaelipey Wie Dake tas 
hood, Fouche acquired the 
information which enabled 
him to confront Napoleon, 
even treasonously to pro- 
DOSE Han LSbO that che Unit- 
ed Kingdom and France might 
make peace, perhaps even if 
it meant discarding Napo- 
leon. (Rose, Life of 


Napoleon pn. 2) ipseless) 


One of the indisputable 
facts we have about Napo- 
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leon is that he had issued 
a series of medals commem- 
Orating notable events of 
his reign. But even this 
series of medals has its 
problems. 

When Louis XVIII began 
the part of his reign dur- 
ing which he ruled, it was 
decided that a damnatio 
memoriae be performed... 
that Napoleon had never 
existed. Consequently, the 
Medal Mint list published 
in 1818 proceeds from the 
medals of Louis XVI to 
those lef “Louis. AVIS Pewitn— 
out mentioning the hundreds 
minted for Napoleon. 

To add insult to injury, 
three neutral medals of 
Napoleon, Reestablishment 
of the Medal Mint, Homage 
to Hayden, and the Monument 
to Joan of Arc are credited 
to Bourse XV Eris 

Although a catalog of 
medals of the French Revolu- 
tion had been published in 
1806 by Millin, Keeper of 
Coins and Medals at the 
French Library, the first 
catalog of Napoleonic med- 
als was published in En- 
Gland’ an lSeLle. (The author, 
Captain J.C. Laskey, based 
his book on what he calls, 
"The French Medal Mint 
List, "varcopy of which he 
gives. 

The list includes 141 
meacals and apparently repre- 
sents all of the Napoleonic 
medals of which copies were 
for sale at the Medal Mint 
in 1815, before Napoleon 
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was erased from the books. 
Laskey furnishes extensive 
background information on 
nearly all of the medals 
listed. 

Some copies of the book, 
perhaps the entire edition, 
were printed on large pa- 
per, illustrated only with 
culs-de-lampe, engraved in 
the style of Bewick. 

Several other catalogs 
of Napoleonic medals appear- 
ed soon after Laskey's. Ann 
Mudie Scargill wrote a book 
titled (probably. by*ene 
printer,) Medallic history 


of Napoleon Bonaparte, 
translated by Miss Ann 


Mudie Scargill, from the 
original manuscript, intend- 
ed to have been published 
by the late government of 


France, (1s 20% 


Scargill's introduction 
contains some interesting 
remarks about the status of 
medal production in Great 
Britain in 1820,° bape 
book is a cheat, having no 
connection with any French 
manuscript,’ and is’ repilece 
with typographic ‘and fact- 
ual errors; it adds*nothing 
to Laskey except for a de- 
scription of a medal that 
never existed. 

Worse, the book appeared 
after Millingen's Metallic 
history of Napoleon, the 
first part of which appear 
ed in 1819. Millingen's 
book is, as he explained, 
composed from the plates 
and manuscript prepared by 
Millin for a continuation 
of his Metallic history of : 
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NBS election results are: 


President 
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Linda Kolbe 
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Alan Meghrig 


(NB) 


Pleckeae. 


the French revolution, men- 
tioned above. 

Millin's work covered 
the wer. 0d firom,the,revolu- 
tion» to, 18067) Millingen ex; 
tended the book to the 
exile of Napoleon in 1815. 
Thicmus che first Lidustrar- 
ed catalog of Napoleonic 
medals. The accuracy of 
most of the engravings 
leaves much to be desired, 
but the notes are import- 
ant. 

The book was published 
in two versions,;: one in 
English and one in French. 
Thewstmans bation, 2s done) so 
wellcrhar: it's,aimpossable 
to separate Millin's words 
from Millingen's, which 
Makes Mietapet cult: to,.de- 
cide whether some remarks 
are an eye-witness account 
or an.editor's opinion. 

The definitive, illustrat- 
ed catalog of the medals of 
the the French revolution 
was created by Michel D. 
Hennin, whose researches 
are displayed in a scholar- 
ly and comprehensive text, 


Board of Directors 
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Society, during, the, ANA ;Con= 
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(NB: Remy Bourne declined 
the office of president; G. 
Frederick Kolbe was elected 
asmMactresuliyor, ia sarike=Ln’ 
vote.—-Ed.) c3 


illustrated iby excellent 
engravings.’ Histoire numis- 


matique de la Revolution 
francaise was published in 


Parirescin L826. i remains 
the: only) catalog, which, con= 
tains prectrcaulytratisg of 
the early Napoleonic med- 
aos. 

In 1828 Bigi began) sell- 
ing casts of the Napoleonic 
medals, an enterprise which 
proved to be financially re- 
warding since the medals 
were no longer being struc 
in France. He published a 
catalog of the medals he re- 
produced, which claimed to 
contain notes by Denon, the 
man who directed the crea- 
thon.of the,medals. But the 
notes were copied verbatim 
from Millingen's book, so 
they're plaigarisms falsely 
attributed, and of no inde- 
pendent value. 

The Medal Mint was sell- 
ing Napoleonic medals again 
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aftercthe revolution wet 


1830. The status of the med- 


als: in/AbS3seis ‘shown: by) the 
Medal Mint catalog of that 
dates Liiwastormanalivy in- 
tended that the catalog be 
an inventory of all the 
punches, ;hubs), “and dies 
that the Mint possessed, 
but the published part in- 
cludes only the dies. 

By that time the Mint 
had dies for about 500 
Napoleonic medals. Some of 
the dies are marked as be- 
ing privately owned, their 
use being subject to pay- 
ment offa- royalty <to- tie 
owners. It seems that the 
French Mint was partially 
private enterprise, as was 
tnewsS eM aaat  thiersame 
time. 

The great illustrated 
catalogs of Napoleonic med- 
als are ipart, of Charles 
Lenormant's, et al, Tresor 
de numismatigue et glyp- 
tique, an expensive and 
obsolete publication. This 
series replaced the old en- 
graved illustrations by a 
new process whereby the 
plates were prepared me- 
chanically directly from 
casts of the medals. 

The volume containing 


medals of the French revolu- 


tion first appeared in 
1836, followed several 
years later by a volume 
covering the First Empire. 
The text in these volumes 
doesn't reach Hennin's 
standards, but the editors 
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published for the first 
time many medals from im- 
perial times. 

In the 19th century John 
Sainsbury was probably the 
most important collector of 
Napoleonic relics; he pub- 
lished the catalog of his 
collection in 1845. ‘Hewes 
ports with relish that when 


Joseph Bonaparte was examin- 


ing the collection; ~hemee. 
quently exclaimed, "How on 
earth did you get this?" 

The section devoted to 
"State papers and manu- 
scripts," 3540 of \theaya 
impressive, but the listing 
of his medals) 498, f22 a. 
little consequence, how- 
ever, number 101, a Ccopyeue 
Dux tutus ab insidiis in 
Silver, was "given him by 
his friend, the late Mr? 
Barry O'Meara, to whom this 
Medal was given by the 
Emperor at St. Helena.” 

The definitive catalog 
for the medals issued while 
Napoleon was ruling France 
is that of Ludwig Bramsen. 
The catalog is an unillus- 
trated listing with briea 
comments, of more than 2300 
pieces; if a dealer offers 
a medal "not in Bramsen," 
then that medal is most 
probably one that should 
not be in Bramsen! 

Bramsen's catalog, Le 


medaillier de Napoleon le 
Grand, was published in 


three parts, in 1904, 1907 


and 1913. He paid ‘the print- 


er for only’ 400 copies, sue 
it's likely that the prime] 
er made another 400 copies 


1985 


Summer, 


Bergman Sale Features Bargains 


John F. Bergman conduct- 
ed a numismatic literature 
mail bid sale which closed 
omy ey Apral’ 1985. Material 
in the sale was 90 percent 
from Bergman's stock, and 
consisted almost entirely 
Of worKkswon U.S. numnismat— 
fee, che Century “auction 
catalogs accounting for 600 
Sbvcners28-lot sale. 

The major difference be- 
tween this and other litera- 
ture sales is to be found 
inv item 3 of the Terms of 
Sale, which reads: "lots 
will be awarded at a 10% in- 
crease over the next high- 
ectebads) Pf there ‘are: no 
Other bids, the lot: will be 
awarded at 50% of esti- 


BUOGIC st < 
forsias own (account as the 
catalog is not uncommon. 
Bramsen attempted to 
cover “the period from the 
day Napoleon overthrew the 
Darectorate, 9 November 
1799, to 1869. He explained 
tnateene earlier period al- 
ready had been well done by 
Hennin, so he chose to be- 
gin where Hennin left off, 
basing his work on the 
Tresor volumes; he supple- 
mented it with pieces which 
had been overlooked, and 
added medals from foreign 
countries which were relat- 
ed to Napoleon or to events 
Openichrei gn. Bramsenvaster— 
isked the catalog entries 
he owned and remarked that 
thesnumbers ‘without aster- 


mate." Most auction houses 
reduce bids, however, none 
specify exactly to what 
level the reductions will 
be made. 

Bergman's theory is that 
Te therewis (but? one -bid:-on 
amhonypbegand Lessor how 
high the bid might be, 
there exists only a very 
slight demand, therefore, 
the slot showldy sell icheap-— 
ly; the 50% figure was 
chosen arbitrarily as the 
fairese® for both consignors 
and bidders. The opposite 
must noldrcrue - also) we 
two or more bidders are 
wilLiirntgeto: pay “dearly: for 2 
Lo@ suchen sehe, ol -shoutd 
brung de (good "br ice: 

In practise the first 
part of the theory prevail- 
ed"in thxrs*saley* as” most ior 
the material was common to 
slightly’ scarce. Most of 
the ANA sales were bid at 
estimate without competi- 
tion, hence, they sold for 
half the estimate. This was 
generally true for the New 
Netherlands, Kreisberg, 
Numismatic Gallery sales. 

Bowers & Ruddy catalogs 
led the demand, followed by 
Stack's issues. Virtually 
all of Sthe (Bes R “catalogs 
described, "as new," were 
available in multiples, 
therefore, prices realized 
are not’indicative of the 
actual demand, most bring- 
ingrae modest, $5 to S6% 

Lot Lo4,; vthe “Startrord 
Golteetion catalog, ‘brought 


ana 
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bide ofS 25 Ses, velo, sls 
and $15; the four copies in 
stock were sold for the 
Fourth ‘highest bad, Sib yale 
only one copy had been 
available, the lot would 
have been sold for $25. 
Prices realized for the 
Stack catalogs were more in- 
dicative of their actual 
value for there were only a 
few multiples available. 


Some highlights of the 
sale are: a complete set of 
Bowers & Ruddy/Bowers & 
Merena catalogs, which 
brought, $357.50 agarnst “an 
astimate ob sS350 An An 
rangement of United States 
Copper Cente, T8il6sieo7 pray 
Frank Andrews, fetched $125 
(half of estimate,) on a 
SZ007bird: 

Eckfeldt & DuBois' New 
Varieties! oF ,Golavand sa i— 
ver wGoins. 41350, wathive 
sample of California gold, 
realized $936 on a top bid 
of $1200.) One of sthe best 
performers against estimate 
was a complete set of Em- 
pire Review by Bowers ro 
Ruddy, which brought $130 
against a $75 estimate. 


The prices realized list 
has been sent to’all bid- 
ders and consianors;/cuners 
may receive the PRL by for- 
warding a SASE to John F. 
Bergman, 4223 Iroquois Ave. 
Lakewood, CA 90713. Bergman 
also is accepting consign- 
ments for his next sale. aa 
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isks could be considered as 
rare. Bramsen's collection 
was Sold dar (tote toes 
Paul Julius. 

Three outstanding collec- 
tions of Napoleonic medals 
have been sold at auction. 
The first belonged to the 
Prince’ d'Essling, ‘the sec, 
ond to Dr. Jullus;sanowsen 
third to Prince Napoleon. 
The last was a unique event 
as it dispersed the copies 
of the medals struck in 
gold for Napoleon l. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY 
(Chronological) 


MILLIN, AsL. Histoire e"ha 


revolucion francaise. Paris 


Imp. imperiale, 
26pls. 


1806. 62pp, 
(Cites from Hennin.) 


LASKEY, Capt.) 'Dic. Aides 


scription of ‘the ‘serieshor 
medals struck at the Nation- 
al Medal: Mint’. 3. London? 


Hak. Young, 
xiv (240pp. 


1818.) Quatra; 


MILLIN, A.L. and MILLINGEN, 
J. (ed.) Medallic History 

of Napoleon, 1796-1815. 
London,)) the: Editon, Leia 
Quatro, viii, 120pp. Supplies 
ment. liondon, 1821. 42pp, 
74pl1s. 


SCARGILL, Ann Mudie. Medal- 


lic History of Napoleon 
Bonaparte, translated by... 


"The Proprietor," London, 


1820. Octavo,! (Xvi; beeeas > 


1985 


Summer, 


dal 


Auction Catalogs Popular in Sale 


California numismatic 
book dealer and publisher, 
Cal Wilson, reports that 
modern auction catalogs and 
early volumes of The Numis- 
matist were among the most 
popular items offered in 
hiseeleventh mail) bid sale, 
which closed on 25 May. 

The auction catalogs 
mosued by Stack's in) the 
1930s and 1940s led the way 
among modern offerings, 
Waitt the -catalog..of.the 
1939 ANA Convention sale 
commanding $88 against an 
eastimacevof $50. The 1940 
ANA Sale, also conducted by 
Seackis,) brought $83.60 
against an estimate of $55. 

Other early catalogs 


Ute eo ae 


ANON. Collection de medail- 
les des campagnes et du 
regne l'empereur Napoleon. 
Pare wecheg Gh, Big, L625. 
Detavo,. Lopp. 


PARIS Musee Monetaire. Cata- 
logue des poincons, coins 
erimedaities«du Musee... 


Parise ede, lai Forest, 1833: 
Lemon S22pp. 
BENOCEMANT, Cy lNet fal veds. 


Tresor de numismatique et 
de to ivyptique.’.|/ Paris, ‘Au 
Pureaw du tresor, etc. 

peeeee ( 20vol's, 1834-1858.) 
Pare Volwd, folvo, -L40pp, 
96pls. (Note: All Tresor 
vols. should be inspected 
for completeness.) 5 


from the same firm included 
tiersales of lerlh/ Sep- 
Tose, atye/i550;° 3-4) Jum, 
Vos o oui 2s? Ue Wooo, 
C6GAR2o MUG WHOS Ogi ng 12.203 
DE iNonmeanwo so 1s50s GOnwtlS 
Dede) Wos0 AS50250. and athe 
sales of 30-31 Oct. 1942, 
Andi27) Mar. 1943, “$44 *each. 

Trepetoe eo 1 95. Pane 
Tree auction of the Early 
American Coppers Society 
brought $66. An original 
plated copy of the New York 
Coin & Stamp. Co. tcatelog of 
the Lorin G. Parmelee sale 
broughis S385. 

According to Wilson, the 
highlight of theysale .was 
theses crength, OL soruces) Tor 
early volumes of The Numis-— 


matist. Most,or, Lhe pieces 


originated from a hoard 
once owned by Farran Zerbe, 
and were remarkable for 
thei 1fine state: of presser 
bron. 

The 1894 volume brought 
S192. 507 and Chemie «went 
for $159.50.’ The 1896 ‘sold 
Be S126 S50, ene th ees OF 1 
'98 and '99 volumes sold 
for LRP. eech the 1983 
went ‘Mon Si04050;,. whi berehe 
L905 and '06. sold at)s89.10 
each. Other early volumes 
sold in the range of $35 to 
Saf'O-. 

Offered in the sale were 
more than 400 Lots of price 
biste Gand) auctvon catalogs 
from the 1950s through the 
1980s. Prices Porn these 
lots ranged from only a dol- 


lar to perhaps $10/.'but > 
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most were bought by an 
eager audience, Wilson re- 
ported. 

He said, "Most numismat- 
ic literature dealers are 
reluctant to'-list these Low 
priced modern catalogs in- 
dividually, as the return 
(price) is generally quite 
poor. 

"However, I receive nu- 
merous inguiries from col- 
lectors seeking many of 
these same catalogs, and I 
recognize sthat notijial lb inob- 
byists are interested in 
collecting the high priced 
rare items, but would pre- 
fer to obtain the moderate- 
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ly priced modern publica- 
tions, which, quite frank 
ly, are usually loaded with 
important information and 
high quality illustrations. 
I feel that the strong re- 
sponse for these pieces in 
this sale reflects that 
attitude," Wilson closed. 
Copies of the catalog 
may be obtained from Wilson 
at 38228 Glenmoor Dr., Fre- 
mont, CA 945362 The “eos ue 
$5 and includes the prices 
realized list. i] 


A BAD book is as much of a 
labor to write as a good 
one; it comes as sincerely 
from the author's soul. 
Aldous Huxley 
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Sulat et Empire Napoleon 
Ter-Napoleon III. Paris, 
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246pp, 68 unbound pls. 
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Revolution, Napoleon I und 
seine Zeit. Medaillen... 
Munich, Helbing, 1932. 

Large octavo, 4355) tere 

vi, 264pp, 58pls., The ‘sate 
did not take place; the col- 
lection was sold in 1959. 
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2e partie... Zurich, Bank 
Leu, »1975. 64pp,. 6pl gear ia 
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leon's relatives.) ie} 


Summer, 1985 


John W. Adams 

Joseph J. Adamski 

Vincent W. Alones. 

American Numismatic 
Society Library 

Vsevolod Arefjev 

Mark A. Atkinson 

Mark S. Auerbach 

Howard E. Bailey 

Ken Barr 

Harry W. Bass, dr. 

Gary Batz 

Brian Beardsley 

Dorothy E. Beaulieu 

J. Richard Becker 

John Bergman 

Mary Bergman 

Hedley Betts 

Doug Bird 

Del Bland 

Richard A. Blaylock 

Butes ss. Droch;: Ll 

David Block 

Michael Bobian 

Lt. Col. Joseph Boling 

Michael R. Bourne 

Kenneth A. Bovenkamp 

Garry Braunwarth 

Kirby W. Brown 

Gary R. Bunce 

May Bunnett 

Charles Byers 

Harry F. Campbell 

Irving Carol 

Mike Carter 

Armand Champa 

Harry R. Chandler 

Bertram M. Cohen 

David H. Cohen 

Roger S. Cohen, Jr. 

Raloh J? Cole, ur. 

Jack Collins 

Kenneth G. Conley 

Grover C. Criswel] 

Forrest W. Daniel 

David J. Davis 

Daniel A. Demeo 

J. Der 

Willard Dingler 

Brian G. Dobbins 

John P. Donahue 

E.J. Downey 

Sanford J. Durst 

Emil N. Eusanio 

Paro). Frese 

Leonard H. Finn 

Thomas F. Fitzgerald 

Craig Folkes 

DONO ae PRON: 0s 

Joseph Foster 

Rogers M. Fred, dr. 

Mark E. Freehill 


NBS MEMBERS 


Daniel Freidus 

George R. Ganter 

Myles Z. Gerson 

David D. Gladfelter 

Orville J. Grady 

Carling Gresham 

Henry €., Gritz 

Peo. Gul Uaullt, ut. 

Ron Guth 

Thomas D. Harrison 

George D. Hatie 

Loren Hazelwood 

James A. Heath 

Don Hevern 

Russell A. Hibbs 

Ms. Ruth Waldron Hill 

DavideHirt 

Patrick D. Hogan 

Wayne K. Homren 

Dr. William E. Hopkins 

Ronald Horstman 

DrrRedemtbarttyedy* 

Daniel L. Jerome 

Byron F. Johnson 

Reinhold Jordan 

J.T.'s Numismatics 

R. Craig Kammerer 

Joseph Kane 

Frank & Laurese Katen 

W. Philip Keller 

Jonathan Kern 

Colsw Robert. Fan LZ 

Vincent 0. Lacaririere 

David W. Lange 

Joseph R. Lasser 

Mary A. Leeuw 

Marvin Lessen 

Michael Levin 

Dennis W. Loring 

William J. Macomber 

William Malkmus 

Jack M. Mantel] 

Harrington E. Manville 

Kenneth E. Maples 

Richard Margolis 

Robert Martin 

Werner C. Mayer 

Gregory W. McCormick 

Alan Meghrig 

Marcel. Merrick 

Albert A. Miller 

Donald M. Miller 

Ronald L. Miller 

Scott. Hoo Miller 

Missouri Numismatic 
Society Librarian 

Eric Moore 

Morten Eske Mortensen 

James Moses 

Com. 8 1) } Murray 

Verland P. Nelson 


13 


Eric P. Newman 
Nicki J. Nielsen 
Ms. Dean R. Noyes 
David Nusbaum 

Joel J. Orosz 
George Parker 

Jess Patrick 

Donn Pearlman 

J. Roy Pennell, Jr. 
Lee E. Poleske 
Donald Prybyzerski 
George Rackensperger 
Harry Rescigno 

Doug Robbins 

Jeff Rock 

Glenn A. Rome 

F.M. Rose 
PeaScottwRubin 
Margo Russel 
Jerold Ruta 

Harry E. Salyards, Jr. 
David E. Schenkman 
Jeff Schneider 

Fred Schwann 

Neil Shafer 

John. Ma. Sraeeh 

David J. Sklow 

Les LeRoy Smith 
Peter Smith 

William F. Spengler 
George E. Spiers 
Elizabeth W. Steinle 
Michael J. Sullivan 
David Sundman 

Bill Swoger 

Alfred Szego 
Stephen L. Tanenbaum 
Barry D. Tayman 

Wm. B. Thompson 
Michael Tramte 

Dr. Donald G. Tritt 
Johnehdeetrocki,. dr. 
Patrick A. Turner 
Joseph Uphoff 

Jan Valentine 
Stephen Verges 

Cora Vick 

Thomas E. Waggoner 
Thomas D. Walker 
James H. Webb 
Robert I. Wester 
Craig A. Whitford 
Raymond H. Williamson 
Cal Wilson 

John W. Wilson 
William H. Wilt 
Douglas A. Winter 
William 0. Wisslead 
Myron G. Xenos 

Gene Yotka 

Robert Yuel] 
Randolph Zander 


= 
a 


2 BO OOO OOOO OO OO OO OO Oy Oy On Oy OG Oy Oy Oy On On Gy Ot a 


: 
a 
m, 


ra | 16.50 22.00 26.50 | 29.00 
cea 26.50 24.50 29.00 | 33.00 


14 | ion 00 30.00 28.00 oe 00 +a 
ae 50 32.00 30.00 36. 30 | 


Bi 
Bookbinding and | 


RECASE AND MAGAZINES THESIS INC. 
RESET IN NEW NEW ANTIQUE PERIODICALS SEWING 
ORIGINAL FULL STYLE PAPER INC. TRIMMING 

CLOTH CLOTH ae fi oH afec SEWING EXTRA 
BINDING BINDING TRIMMING LETTERING 


ORIGINAL 
BOARDS 


| 20.00 | 00 panna i 


ns 50 24.25 26. ay 


CLEANING EXTRA SLIP CASE NEW E 
PAGES LABELS CLOTH or PAPER PAPERS ee | 


$1.50 per page FROM 
QUOTE BOOK $6 


THE REPAIRS OR REBINDING of 


6. SPECLAIMIIS AS. ke 
COLLECTOR, BOOK TRADE AND LIBRARIES ALIKE, 
@ WE MATCH AND REPAIR TORN OR DAMAGED PAGES 
ADVANTAGEOUS WHEN MATCHING THE ORIGINAL LE 


@ WE USE THE BEST QUALITY IMPORTED LEATHERS | 
AND HANDMADE MARBLE PAPERS. BUCKRAM, BOOK { 


@ IMITATION LEATHER AND BOOK CLOTH IS FROWNE 
P.O. Box 22252, Louisville, KY 
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Yt iI Y a JI ric. MicanuaT o CARI 
foration Specialists 


DITTO NE 1/4 BOUND FULL 


OLD LEATHER BOUND | NEW VELLUM 
SPINE f CLOTH OR 1/2 BOUND LEATHER BINDING FULL 
 LAIO MARBLED LEATHER INC. SOME LIMP, OR BOUND 
DOWN BOARDS DITTO DECORATION IN BOAROS MOROCCO 
ON BOARDS 


82. om 


80. 00- 90.00 ae 00 165. 00 


Sh 00 98.90 4 18. alk au on 
97.00 112.00 130.00 233. 00 


PSP SOS PSPSPS DS FPEPDPSESSTST PS VPS SCOSOSPSESSSSOGCSCSPHOCCSSCES SS 


STAINED BINDING LESS 5% LESS T'% ALL LEATHER BINDINGS: 
TIQUE PANELS) MATERIALS IN FOR PLAIN iF BOOK IS PRICE INCLUDES 1 GILT 
MOST COLOURS | SPINE ON LESS THAN AS FROM LABLE. GILT DECORATION 
FROM AND LEATHER 1/2" THICK JAN. 1st OR BLIND AS REQUIRED 
$12.00 QUALITIES BINDINGS ON ALL BOOK 1985 AND RAISED BANDS. 


[m= ABLE AND RARE BOOKS), SERVING: THE SPECIALIST 
me ALSO DYE OUR. OWN LEATHER WHICH IS ESPECIALLY 
HER BOARDS OF A FINE OR EARLY BINDING. 


ALF, MOROCCO AND VELLUM, USED ON EARLY WORKS, ) 
OTHS, REXINE AND GOOD QUALITY PAPERS. 


UPON IN THIS BINDERY! 


ee 


Be iiolephane.(502) 423-054. oe ee ccccese 


ro 
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Meghrig Compiles Asylum Index 


By Alan Meghrig 
LagunaiHitlls GA 


The Asylum, the quarterly 
journal of the Numismatic 
Bibliomania Society, defi- 
nitely has been much of its 


tithe jane Ie tribemor in. ts.sab— 


title until recently! 

Up \oomthis time, yearly 
dues have been understood to 
entitle members to four 
issues, regardless of how 
Fond ive "cooks ter oub.L sir. 
Some members have paid every 
year, and those payments 
have been recorded. 

Hopefully, we're now on a 
steady schedule, but please 
be patient; we're still 
smoothing-out processing 
steps for the handling of 
all phases of publication 


and distribution. 

For all snon-editourat 
problems, contact me, for I 
keep ALL primary records... 
(dues and ads,) 
membership status,--lubiaiie 
ment, and back issues (Xerox 
if) out.of print.) Thesmage 
labels are generated from 
these “records just prior 
printing and*distributiam 

NOW is the time for mem- 
bers to check their library 
records for missing issues. 
There's no charge for 285me= 
missing from those years 
you've been a member; in the 
next issue we'll publish 
prices for Copying teeqes 
that you might need. 


payments, 


AUTHOR/ARTICLE INDEX 


Vols Js SNe. de. Summer aL oo. 


1l6pp, quantity unknown. 


p3 ADAMS, John W. Rarity and Value of Large Cent Lit— 


erature 


p5 KOLBE, G.F.. Photographic Illustrations in Numis- 


matic Literature 


p29 COLLINS, Jack. Bookshelf Bibliomania 
plO BOWERS, Q. David. Try Collecting Catalogs 
pl2 KOLBE, G.F. An American Classic 


Vol. 1;, Nos. 2-3. Fall-Winter, 3§930- 


32pp,. quanta Gye 


pl7 Bibliomania Meeting at Cincinnati ANA 


p27 ADAMS, John W. Woodward vs. Frossard 
p33 BREEN, Walter H. A Review of Half Cent Literature 


p38 Auction Catalogs Dominate Katen Delaware Sale 


Vol. 1, \Now.4 2 Summers, loci. 
‘heather, Freaky john soe 


p49 Conclusion of Talk by 


24pp, quantity unknown. 


Ford Jr., at ANA 


p59 COLLINS, Jack. Bibliomania Bid Battle for Books 


p63 DANIEL, Forrest W. The Incomplete Collector 


p64 SZEGO, Alfred: The Reprint = Don't ‘Knock it > 
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Vow fe Not? Spring, 9827 Lépp, quantity q~unknowm. 

pl WESTER, Robert J. The Crosbys of Charlestown, New 
Hampshire 

p>, NEWMAN, Eric PJeSylvester SS. "Crosby's Heliotype 
PuwistGa wrons 

p7 CARTER, Mike. Rare Gilhousen Work Discovered 

p9 BROWN, Kirby. The Origin of the Coin Plates in 
American Bond Detector 

Deere. Si Crilta els wcorner 


Vou. SryoNow 2.2 Springpilos3 2 lepp,) quantity funknown: 

PAUSMNBS; Proposed By-laws 

p20 MEGHRIG, Alan. Perturbations #1 - Newlin's Half 
Dime Work 

p22 JORDAN, Reinhold. German Numismatic Bibliomaniacs 

p24 BOURNE, Remy. Did You Know? 

p25 First Kolbe/Spink Sale 

D2ouClassics Sell ‘Wellin Wilson Sale 

Deewouratas 1(Sic)\fand ouch 

p29 ADAMS, John WwW.  UsSe) Numismatic Literature Vol. IT 


(Henceforth, each issue begins with page "1".) 


VobealieeNOw3..ASummersy 01984 ..20pp, oP 000 “printed. 

po) WILSON, Cal.,;NBS Alive, Dorng Well 

p4 JORDAN, Reinhold. New Bibliography from East 
Germany 

p5 BROWN, Kirby W. A Study of Embossed Coin Books 

pl2 CARTER, Mike. Mystery Book Reveals Some Secrets 

p14 HOMREN, Wayne K. Searching for Elusive Coin Books 


Ucis), fis !iNo. 4eyrall ,119s4.. soppy 400) printed. 

p3 WILSON, Cal. Election Time! Call for Nominations 

5euOros4 pl Joela )WPreservation; of Leather and Paper, 
or, (Whatero do Before Decay "Kilis' Your Books 

pl5 BERESINER, Yasha. Dealer Sees Market Upswing 

p18 BROWN, Kirby. Author Concludes Study of Embossed 
Coin Books 

p27 WILSON, Cal. About Those ANA Auction Catalogs 


Vem peNoewls Spring) 81985y23pp, 1450Nprinit ed: 

D3 eEWELSON iCal. "Book "Doctor" Arrives irom England 

p4 WESTER, Robert. Engraving Art, Science in Book 

So MmeGULUIVAN i Michael) Strial isto .ANA Aue eien 
Catalogs 

DLaOROS 7A Joel WeltCcUeDoc tor, 1Contunues Advice 

p21 KOLBE, George F. Dealer Welcomes New Bibliography & 
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Coast Auction Exceeds Estimate by 10% 


By G. Frederick Kolbe 
Crestline, CA 


The first imal and pub- 
lic auction of numismatic 
books held in our new of- 
fices in Crestline, CA, was 
a resounding success. The 
estimated price of the 1609 
Lots inthe sate ywour sist 
was S117, 0007" butache Books 
sold: for Sizeguun sorenecars 
ly 10.,percent more than 
the estimate; with the 10 
per cent buyer's premium, 
the sale totalled almost 
$140,000. 

Some of the highlights 
of the sale (prices include 
the buyer's premium,) are: 
Attinelli's rare 1876 work 
on @arly Usot auctEonacetas 
logs, $440; Abe Kosoff's 
heavily annotated copy of 
the 1954 King Farouk sale, 
$1127 on a $750 estimate; 
Sylvester Crosby's 1875 


¢lassic ,\\ The? Ear kyacorns or 


America, reached $522; a 
Long (runsoin8 oS) hii see 
ports Droughy Ssaew! 

The famous 1881 Maris 
elephant folio on the coins 
of New Jersey was won at 
S907; his. 1s6e9 werk om ives 
cents, ‘the first ‘book writ- 
ten on large cents, sold 
for $1430; a copy oft Adams’ 
and Woodin's pioneer 1913 
work on U.S. patterns real- 
ized $715; a deluxe, leath- 
erbound copy of B. Max 
Mehl's copy of the French 
collection of large cents, 


estimated at $350, realized 
$632 after heavy floor bid- 
ding. 

A collection of more 
than 200 photographs of 
minor U.S. patterns, possi- 
bly photographed by Edgar 
Adams, sold at $660; the 
keystone of American numis- 
matic literature, ajseuner 
The American Journal of 


Numismatics, started at 


$2800, and, after heavy 
bidding was taken by a tele- 
phone bidder at $4950. 

Plated Chapman sales, 
with few exceptions, sold 
very well: a waterstained 
1882 Bushnell, $1072; 1884 
Warner, $440; 1890 Cleneay, 
$522: 1895 Winsor oe. 
three 1904 Mills sales went 
for $935, ($330 and?) Satz he 
1907 Stickney sold at $687; 
a 1909 Zabriskie was claim- 
ed for $1650; a 1909 Jewete 
reached. $825; a*1911 "Bale 
win iwent at $3127 a°23@ 
Brown realized $522 /%a ta 
Earle *sold ‘for. 'S$LO45 "538s 
Sargent reached $577; 1913 
Lyman saw $935; a 1918 Jack-— 
man went ats:$962;, ands 
1921 Jenks was hammered 
down for $1430. 

B. Max Mehl's personal 
copy of the 1929 Lawrence 
sale of pioneer gold, with 
all 22 photographic plates, 
realized $990. A long run 
of Frossard sales generally, 
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Book ‘Medicare’ Course Ends 


By Joel Orosz 


Kalamazoo, 


(Thess wene thirdiiparti/oL 
Orosz' article; the other 
two parts appeared in the 
two previous editions of 
The Asylum.-Ed.) 


Paper, whether acid- 
Gemagecvor not, is:suscep- 
bible to! tears sand:cuts.’ In 
bounmecases') they! can bewre- 
paired almost invisibly. 
You will need to purchase 
methyl cellulose, a product 
which is in essence nothing 
more than powdered paper. 

Wash a jar thoroughly 
wWetth a mild soap, such as 
Ivory, and rinse repeatedly 
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sold ston ‘very good prices. 
Piaroup Of 18; Wil liam Hess; 
lein sales, estimated at 
Sib soldat om.S264., The 
original photographic 
plates of the Schwartz and 
SGloss~sales;, conducted. by 
Rpewkosoett, sold, forew$s/715 
eech. & nearly complete run 
of Lyman Low catalogs sold 
for $990 on an estimate of 
S500. 

Early Max Mehl catalogs 
sold avery well, but.later 
sales were weak. A deluxe 
copy of Mehl's famous 1941 
Dunham sale, bound in) full 
leather with photographic 
illustrations, brought 
$1100 on a $750 estimate. A 


seldom offered group of lies 


Mich. 


with @adistiuliledmiwater. Pour 
invapiteasspoon, of methyl cel; 
lulose, then very slowly 
add distilled water, a bit 
at ja wbamen sands Gi wicchisa 
eléeanviswitzz lestick.)) (Clean 
Dlastichcotiee ist irrexs 
wil L cdovreliso.) @headeal 
consistency is "too thick 
to draunk«andetoo thin, toa 
pLOW OE abour as: hee k 
as “you .canwmake) 1t,sand 

Sta lidehaveatepourm: ihe 
less water yous use) the 
better, flor excess water 
Wiullbyendrtoveock laure 
paper. 

Now, examine the tear; 
Thies: einormal sone pert ist 
be jagged, and have fibers 
protruding from both sides. 
Tease these fibers straight 
Guth witha mally dry spaints 
brush. Now -dap, another 
smal Lepaintbrush Laghtiky) as 
to the methyl cellulose, re- 
membering not to get too 
much at any given time. 
Town te krght | yustom aie 
fiberswon both) sides) res 
plenishing the brush as nec- 
essany «Don bYeppi wonytoo 
much! 

Gently work) thentear 
back together withwyour, fin- 
gers. You bl) jiseemiha take 
ripped in a pattern, and 
tha tunity gombackyim that 
same pattern. You may nudge 
inh igently, with jyourstingers 
(be sure your hands are 


clean») mwto.get wpb back into, 
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first 23 Michael catalogs, 
estimated at $75, sold for 
$385. An exceptionaly nice 
copy of the 690) Parme les 

sale’ with ‘original plates 

went for $1045. 

The rare 1917 ANA sale 
catalog, issued by Wayte 
Raymond, sold for $396 on 
an ‘estimate: o£.-S100;) doubt- 
less a record for an ANA 
catalog. The rare 1874 Stro- 
bridge sale of the Commo- 
dore Middleton collection, 
with two photographic 
plates of ancient coins, 
sold. for .S6ehicona S250 
estimate. 

The 1909 Hirsch sale of 
the Weber collection of 
Roman and Byzantine coins 
sold for $264. Numismatic 
Chronicle single volumes 
from the 1920s mostly sold 
over estimates. The first 
ten volumes of the Journal 
International d'Archeologie 
Numismatique, unbound but 
nearly complete, sold for 
Soo. 

The Numismatic Circular, 
complete’ from 1B92"to 19397 
sold: Gor "S880. onva sia0 
estimate. The rare Brethes 
work on Moroccan coins sold 
for $300 more than its esti- 
mate of $250. Walker's book 
on Arab-Byzantine coins 
sold for $330" and S302, 
there being two copies in 
the sale. Poole's classic 
1887 British Museum treat- 
ise on Persian coins real- 
ized $209. Three sales of 
Russian coins, cataloged by 
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Rudolph Kube, Berlin, 1909 
to 1912, sold for between 
Sad Vand S132 eeactir, 

A typewritten list of 
the Michailovitch collect— 
ion of medals and decorat- 
ions, prepared by Abe Kos- 
off, sparked intense bid- 
ding, and sold for $770 on 
a much higher mail bid. 

Copies of the catalog 
and PRL are available at 
the post-sale price of $25; 
the PRL, alone, is $5. 

Our next public auction, 
in association with Spink & 
Son, Ltd.,° London; wi Bigee 
held in New York City at 
the Sheraton Centre Hotel, 
in conjunction with the New 
York International Numis- 
matic Convention. Ea 
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shape. 

When you've completed 
that, dab at the repaired 
area with a clean cloth to 
absorb any excess methyl 
cellulose, then place a 
piece of waxed paper over 
and under the torn page, 
close the book, and put a 
weight on it. If you've sie 
lowed all directions, the 
tear will be virtually in- 
visible, and fully repaired 
when it dries. 

Cuts made by scissors, 
razors or knives are a "dif- 
ferent animal altogether." 
They are straight, without 
any protruding fibers to 
aid in repair. Here, the 
trick is to use methyl cel- 
lulose and Japanese paper > 
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to effect the repair. 

Japanese paper is a ge- 
neric name for dozens of 
varieties of lightweight, 
fibrous, acid-free and very 
strong papers originally 
made only in Japan, but now 
made in the West as well. 

There™re: about 25° to 30 
Varieties useful for assort- 
ed conservation applica- 
tions: usually; museum sup- 
ply- company catalogs con- 
tain tables listing them 
and their relative uses. 
The type used most frequent- 
ly for repairing acid-dam- 
aged (yellowed,) papers is 
Udaw tone The -repair atself 
is simple in concept,.but 
somewhat delicate in execu- 
GLON. 

Brest,’ you: must put an 
ever-so-thin bead of methyl 
cellulose along the edge of 
@acheside of the cut, and 
themmeareftully “place, it 
back Veogether: Next; slip a 
piece of waxed paper under 
the piece you're repairing; 
paint a very thin bead of 
methyl cellulose over the 
eutiaso there’ siva Little 
bead on both sides. Now, 
take a piece of Japanese 
bepervaplace it on top.of 
the cut, then gently apply 
pressure to it. 

Now comes the hard part. 
Vowimust Vet it pdry “Long 
enough ste ’stick sto; the 
fibers, but not long enough 
tommake “ea"firm bond.» Tf you 
applied the methyl cellu- 
lose sparingly as directed, 
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about two to three minutes 
SHouLaTdo Lt tallow two ter 
three minutes longer if you 
putyon. Loommuch by as taker 
You may wish to experiment 
first ony apiece, ob “scrap 
paper. 

At the critical moment, 
gently pull *the: paperup- 
wards /§startungval thevend 
of the’ cut* and working back 
toward the edge. If possi- 
ble, Support the document 
by pressing down with your 
fingers-ton both ‘sides of 
the (cut Several vof they fi— 
bevenshould spud Mort .ot Wwe 
Japanese paper and stick to 
the page, thus mending the 
Gute nome le tvdry -borisa 
few minutes longer and try 
again. 

For maximum protection, 
perform the same procedures 
onstheother sidevot the 
paper. Allow to dry for 
four “tor Si hours neers 
leaved in wax paper, with a 
small. welghty on, top to pre= 
vent cockling: 

Peta "chunk#hasebeen torn 
Out Of your page ,..and) that 
chunk is missing, you may 
Want Ato PDaeChWiLl aepLecesor 
Japanese paper to prevent 
further damage. Simply cut 
a piece of Japanese paper 
to the exact shape of the 
ripped area, and the exact 
Bizeras wed ly excepty to 
overlap the damaged area 
uniformly *by -l/eieaneh. 

Paint a small bead of 
methyl cellulose on the jag- 
ged area, and lay the patch 
over 1tiee Allow to vdry for 
fourm coksiseinours inter 
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leaved with waxed paper 
with a small weight on top. 

If the entire document 
is crumbling, Japanese pa- 
per and methyl cellulose 
are not enough; you'll need 
to either encapsulate or 
laminate. Encapsulation is 
generally better because 
it's the most easily revers- 
ible, buts lamination: is 
sometimes preferable. 

Encapsulation is a pro- 
cess developed by the Li- 
brary of Congress for docu- 
ment preservation. For this 
you'll need a grid (several 
pages of graph paper taped 
together will do;) a small 
weight; two sheets of Mylar 
(an inert form of polyes- 
ter;) archival double-coat- 
ed tape; and a small squee- 
gee. 

First, cut two pieces of 
Mylar approximately two 
inches longer and wider 
than the document to be en- 
capsulated. Place one sheet 
on the grid,  bining up “the 
edges with the grid lines. 
Now, wipe the film with a 
soft, lint-free cloth to re- 
move dust, and to create a 
Static charge. 

Center the document on 
the film. The static charge 
will help to hold it in 
position, but put the 
weight on top to be sure. 
Place a strip of double- 
coated tape on the film, 
all the way around the docu- 
ment, leaving a 1/4 inch 
margin between the tape and 


The Asylum 


the document. 

Two important notes: 
First, be sure to leave a 
small gap between every 
piece of tape! In other 
words, you should use only 
four pieces of tape, and at 
every corner you should 
leave a gap: of, L/16 tond yas 
of an inch. This will allow 
the atmosphere inside to 
equalize with the outside 
atmosphere; in effect it 
allows the document to 
"breathe." 

Second, do not take off 
the paper coating for the 
second side yet! When you 
have taped all around satis- 
factorily, press down so 
that adhesion is complete. 

Now, remove the weight 
from the document, place 
the second piece of film 
over the first piece (and 
over the document!) and 
carefully squeegee the two 
together to expel the ex- 
cess air. After completing 
this, place the weight on 
the center of the top piece 
O£ fase 

Then, starting at the 
top, peel back the film far 
enough so that you can peel 
off the paper on the tape. 
Then force the Mylar back 
down to complete the adhe- 
sion. Proceed with each 
Side in turn, using the 
squeegee along the way to 
make sure that there're no 
gaps, and that as much air 
as possible is forced out. 

Be especially careful on 
the last side. When this is 
completed, remove the > 


Summer, 1985 


3 


>? WANTED: Obscure or rare 
Latin American numismatic 
WOrKS ‘£Or “inclusion Vin a 
bibliography scheduled for 
publication) ingdl 98o..send 


titles wand Gescra pedo. Lu 


FORISALES stare “COnadreion 
and price, please. Thanks! 


P.O. Drawer 580, Pomona Park, FL 32081-0580 


(904) 649-9730 until midnight, EDST (No day calls Tue/Thu) 
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weigit, trim each side to 
wien 1/4 inch of sther tape 
amaesbe sure to round) off 


the corners! Sharp Mylar 


corners slice through paper 
enarevenoskin with ease! 
The finished product should 
besctored flat: 

Encapsulation is only 
eecomoon single sheets.) How- 
ever: you want, To,put 
back together a few pages 
@rmancasbound book before 
VOuesenueatito theybindey,, 
tamination is. yourvonly 
hope. 

Here, I must admit, I 
run into an embarrassing 
gap in my knowledge, having 
never laminated anything. I 
have, though, examined well- 
laminated sheets, including 
several that have been 
hounds wandelican> tell you 
Paaterheye revunobtrusive, 
and immeasurably strength- 
en a page. 

Laminations simply ,a 
process of forcing by heat 
mp lascieROre resineinto? the 
eurftacesotactine paper.) The 
best byireputation is the 
Crompton Heat-Set Tissue, 
which has withstood simu- 
lated-aging tests for 170 


years, and which is com- 
pletely soluble in ethanol 
or acetone. (Use ethanol as 
Lie Sesace ry) 

tfeyou-order, any Cromp- 
ton's, they'll send you 
complete instructions, but 
my enunch) Weeihe reaaisyou 
need is several sheets of 
Heat-Set Tissue, a few 
pieces of waxed paper, and 
agtacking ti non. Umless 
youlre instructed PLoyene 
contreny sidon wbletaine 
temperature of the iron ex- 
ceed 200 degrees F. Above 
that point, ,exposure) of 
paper even for a short time 
can cause scorching. 

The last consideration 
isustorage: /Mostmbooksy or 
course peare sstored ‘on jbook- 
shelves: #bEwsoy take yoane 
oO Gust: thesteps yaty lease 
once'a year, for particles 
of -subturvdiexpde rand mpures 
gen sd ioxide jlatchsonto tthe 
dust partieles, sand invade 
the top edges of your 
books. 

Natusakly,) noweyourl babe 
certain tha tsyour ebooks fare 
stored. tin. ithe: proper .atmo= 
sphere, away from ultravio- 
Vet madvattoneesmaliicate- 


logs, periodicals fend pam-= : 
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phlets may be stored profit- 
ably in acid-free, lignin- 
free’ boxes’ put*out bya 
number of companies, and 

can be divided within by a 
number of acid-free, lignin- 
free folders and envelopes, 
and by polyethylene bags, 
which are inert, dust- and 
waterproof. 

Don't overlook the dan- 
gers of mechanical damage 
caused by removing an re- 
placing books on shelves. 
Rare book phase boxes can 
be made to order, or self- 
assembled to fit any book. 
These are especially recom- 
mended for soft-covered cat- 
alogs. My mint Dunham is in 
one, and I've been thankful 
the several times that I've 
bumped the next shelf up 
when replacing it. 

These boxes will protect 
books from dust and Bint 
but they aren't dustproof 
or ‘lightproof!) Dust jacket 
protectors are also a sensi- 
ble investment. Phase boxes 
do require some patience to 
assemble, but they're not 
too difficuleytouada: 

First,you must measure 
the book you wish to box- 
up. Let's assume that it's 
a fat book, nine inches 
Call, ‘sixianches wide, and 
two inches thick. 

The box will be made 
from two pieces of lignin- 
free, acid-free board that 
will be shipped to you 
knocked-down; you" Ll thave 
to fold both of them in 
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order to construct the box, 
Several sizes are available 
but the two you'll need 
will be determined by the 
height and width of the 
book The formula for arriv- 
ing at them is as follows: | 
First, for board “Ae 
(Height") X 2(width") + 
2(thick"™)1(4°3" }'sGeeiee 
our example: 
(9") X26") +220 


Suis, One 
Qo" x bets | At + 3 ae or; 
Qo" D4 }o" 


Then, for’: board. "Bs" 
(Width") X 2(Height™) + 
2.( thick") ‘+23 sey aaa 
our example: 

(6%) (Xx 2:( 9%") ) wae 


yore 
OM SE LE™ AY eG ee 


6" x Paes 


Now consult the catalog, 
and order the two sizes 
that most closely match 
your numbers without being 
smaller. The boards aren't 
difficult. to fold; theytre 
scored’ at 1/4 inch’ inter= 
vals, which makes it easy 
to fold them where needed. 
By the way, each comes with 
a Velcro holder-fastener. 

Always begin with board 
"A;" lay it. on: a flatesure 
face with the scored side 
up. Using our hypothetical 
book, measure three inches 
from the left side of the 
board and fold up that seg- 
ment to a 90 degree angle; 
this will provide the neces- 
Sary overlap. Then measure 
two inches from that fold, 


a 
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eand>toldvup=there, also to 
a 90 degree angle; this 
will accommodate the thick- 
ness of the book. 

Then measure six inches 
Prom the last'’fold, and 
fold up 90 degrees for the 
width Of ithe book; measure 
another two inches and fold 
up 90 degrees for the thick- 
ness or the other’ side of 
the book. Now the board 
should be exactly long 
enough to cover the width 
Of the other side’ of the 
book, and tuck nicely under 
the three-inch overlap. If 
Te oes t, you must /trim 
a tOovsize; if t*svtoo 
enoru, you're out of Luck! 

Finally, take out the 
Velcro fasteners and fasten 
the “hooks". piece and the 
Mioops"” piece together. 
Take the paper off of the 
Beors (fuzzy prone, yand 
earerul ly “position 1t'on 
the box under the edge of 
the overlap. When you're 
sure you have it right, 
push down on LteL tO. secure 
it. Since it's now where 
st® il be forever, take off 
the paper from the "hooks" 
(non-fuzzy) piece, and 
bring down the overlap on 
Peeand press hard.’ The Vel- 
cro fasteners now should be 
mated perfectly, exactly 
where you want them; sepa- 
rate, and remate to make 
sure. 

Rev last board "A" 1s 
ready to be wrapped around 
your book; after you've 
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done that, only the top and 
bottom edges will be ex- 
posed. Now, 'coristruct board 
"B" in the same manner, but 
remember to substitute 
‘hepgnitlPropLswrdth Gavhinals 
ly, yout hit ber ap lento cover 
both top and bottomtof your 
book, and your phase box 
will ‘be vcompléete. 

A storage warning: if 
you're lucky enough to own 
old photographic’ plates or 
negatives, do not store 
themiin normal acid-free 
envelopes! Most high-qual- 
ity / acid-freesenvelopes 
are heavily buffered with 
calcium carbonate, having a 
reserve one to three per- 
canta bUrTEeR ECE Kcaleium cars 
bonate. 

Recently vit ‘has ‘been 
Shown that. chis bulLier’ pro- 
motes: the) tarnishing of sil- 
ver fixed in photographic 
emulsions . Moreover’, enve- 
lopes in general are a poor 
storage medium for photo- 
graphs. Pulling them out 
carelessly promotes mechani- 
cal damage), rvsksigetting 
fingerprints on jthe emul- 
sion, and the sliding back 
and forth scratches the sur 
face of the photograph or 
negative. 

Safer methods have devel- 
oped: Store photographs in 
folders made of pH-neutral 
alfa-cellulose paper, which 
i= acid-free, ‘but? not buri- 
ered. Also, there are poly- 
propylene sleeves rniatb are 
sate, and transparent, 
which is nice, because it 
altows, you to vsee | /the image , 
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without removing it from 
storage. 

Finally, a word of en- 
couragement: While deterio- 
ration is unstoppable, it 
can be slowed to a crawl. 
After all, the Schoeffer in- 
cunable has been deteriorat- 
ing Since the moment half a 
millenium ago, when it was 
mades) whEhe suck ieicns hake 
has a few millenia left. 

The processes I've out- 
Lined wiitiiiedst tae lieuie 
money, but even if you were 
to need them all, which is 
unlikely, you could buy all 
of the necessary equipment 
and“ suppliésstovcarry fout 
all of them for less than 
the :cost (of salviine :copyof 
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Crosby "s Early’ Coinsoms 


America. 


Mainly, it'll take some 
of your time, but certainly 
not an oppressive amount. 
If you set one goal ata 
time and achieve that, the 
task will be reduced guick- 
Ly ORS iz 

But I'm not worried 
about you; any bibliophile 
worth his or her salt loves 
a book as an .object}fover 
and above its information 
content. I think that we 
understand, just as does an 
art collector, that we'se 
only a temporary custodian, 
and that ownership carries 
with it the obligation to 
keep our books intact seo 
future numismatic biblio- 
maniacs. 


Companies Purveying Archival-Quality Material 


Airguide Instrument Company 
2210 Wabansia Ave. 

Chicago, IL 60647 
800-621-3058 


Conservation Resources Int'l, Inc. 


1111 North Royal St. 
Alexandria, VA 22314 
703-549-6610 


Light Impressions Corporation 
439 Monroe Ave. 

P.O. Box 940 

Rochester, NY 14603 
800-828-6216 


Process Materials Corp. (Archivart) 


301 Veterans Blvd. 
Rutherford, NJ 07070 
201-935-2900 


Associated Bag Company 
160. South- 7nd St: 

P.0. Box 04189 
Milwaukee, WI 53204-0189 
414-272-2380 


The Hollinger Corporation 
3810 S. Four Mile Run Dr. 
P.0. Box 6185 

Arlington, VA 22206 
703-671-6600 


Pine Marketing Group 
10S97" Vak > ot. NE 

St. Petersburg, FL 33702 
813-576-6044 


TALAS 
213), West 35th’ Sts 
New York, NY 


212-736-7744 


University Products, Inc. 
P.0.. Bomez01 
South. Canal St. 
Holyoke, MA 01041 
800-628-1912 
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TABLE of SUPPLIERS and PRODUCTS OFFERED 


Linen Twine 
Plastic Paper 
Clips 
Stainless Steel 
Clips 
Monel Staples 
Sling Pyschrometer 
Cleaning Pad 
Magic Rub Eraser 
Thymo | 
Spray Krylon 
Potassium 
Lactate 
Lanolin and 
Neats Foot 0711 
Fredelka 
Wei T'o 
Methy cetiulose 
Japanese Paper 
Acid-Free, 
Lignin-Free: 
Meera en TPE Ns Sh) MEEK oe ook A Aa Al 
. BOXES X X 
..Envelopes 
& Folders 
Polyethylene Bags 
Phase Boxes: 
.Made to Order 
.Do-it-Yourself 
ne Jacket 
Protectors 
Encapsulation 
Supplies 


Nate Bey, 
Bit. GSK OeY 
Lamination 
) 


Supplies 
Ultraviolet 
Filter Tubes 
pH Detector Pens 
Alfa Cellulose 
Paper 
Pe eactaiiine 
Sleeves 


>< 
> 
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The First Word... 


on the President's Message 


Copies of the last issue 
of The Asylum were mailed 
to the following: Editor, 
Coin World + a letter; 
Numismatic Editor, World 
Coin News, + letter, plus a 
telephone call; Editor, 
Numismatic News; Editor, 
The Numismatist; ANA, and 
ANS Librarians. 

Responses? Two! A pleas- 
ant letter from my friend 
at WCN, and a membership 
from the ANS Librarian. 

Also, copies were mailed 
to: Bernardi, Dombrowski, 
Cayon, (Calico, Spinks. ven 
der Dussen, J. Schulman, 
Seaby, and selected dealers 
in the UvS..Jand Canada. 
Results? Zero memberships! 

Ironically, I've been on 
Krause Publications' pay- 
roll as a stringer for more 
than two years; I'm not an 
"unknown' in Iola, Wisc. 

During the 1985 FUN con- 
vention the present editor 
of Coin World asked for my 
help, which I gave freely; 
Since then, two CW staff 
members have asked for 
help? ‘and: Titjave,. so. m 
known there, also. 

Whatever happened to the 
Old 'backscratching' hypo- 
thesis? "You scratch mine, 
and DU bivseratecheyouce.! 
Seems that it has evolved 
into a one-way street, or 
creek, and I don't have a 
paddle! 

But, why NO coverage in 
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ANY publication? LL dent 
know, but maybe the editors 
will respond with valid 
reasons. Yes, I know that 
editors can't print every- 
thing they receive. >: 
I*1ll point out; theugk, 
the trash commercials print- 
ed’ as editorial*copy aimee 
hobby publications, e.g., 
The Numismatist, where HRH 


Harris won't print ANYTHING 


about NBS! I suggest that 
all NBS-ANA members ask him 
why NBS can't get ANY cover- 
age. Or, what have Mel Fish- 
er or J.U. Blanchard ever 
done FOR the hobby? Any- 
thing? I‘ Dl, lastem 

(HRH appears to be one 
of a number of EMPLOYEES at 
ANA Hq who believe that we, 
collectors AND dealers, are 


' working for them... NOT the 


other way around! The: “tail 
wags dog' syndrome.) 

The tragedy is that 
those errant editors are 
hurting collectors who 
would gain from NBS member- 
ship; I know that I've gain- 
ed valuable knowledge which 
I would NOT have learned 
from ANY commercial source. 
‘Course, maybe those same 
editors want to, "Keep 'em 
barefoot and illiterate! 
to paraphrase an old maxim. 
Any wonder that memberships 
and subscriptions are fall- 
ing so rapidly? 

President Wilson is 
right; it IS a mystery why 
we have no more than 200 
members out of the vast 
number of collectors and 
dealers in the world. es 
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WANTED 


Numismatic Libraries 
or 


Single Titles 
Call or Write 


CAL WILSON 


38228 Glenmoor Dr. 
Fremont, CA 94536 
(415) 792-4133 


Books are not absolutely dead things, but 
do: contain a potency of life in them’ to be 
as active as that soul was whose progeny 
they, are; nay-they: dospreserve as in’ avi 
the, purest efficacy and extraction Gf thee 
living intellect that bred them. 


so oMibeon 


i a ti ta a a a a a 
PESOS OCCSPSPSPOCS VES ESOleseD 


& 00002000000 0000000000009000000000008880808 


THE A0YL0G) 


Quarterly Journal of the Numismatic Bibliomania Society 


nm Ga SSS SC BS SS SIE SS EE SET ILE BESTS EET CIE EGE IE LE LO EE BL ELEN, 
Volume III, Nos. 3 & 4 Fall & Winter, 1985 
Inside: 


DON JOSE Toribio Medina is a famous name in numismat- 
ics, yet few North Americans know anything about the 
man and his works. Ye Ed will attempt to enlighten 


those readers who have wondered about this genius of 


the literary world. Read about him on . page 21 


PRESIDENT KOLBE reveals that he was surprised to 
learn that he had been elected to office ... page 3 


JOSEPH FOSTER treats NBS members to a look at auction 
catalogs from the Canadian Numismatic Association. 

The CNA isn't too old, but its members are dedicated, 
Pema Ke BEnC TT BANG E LONG . 6% be ise vein fe) wl Dag ma 


BOB WESTER reveals the contents of an unusual book in 
Wecmiioracy: stnesANS*s 'new!, building. ys" = ~ pageso 


JEFF BROWN presents the 'mystery' book of the season; 
ict Ore-ain, t “ta genuine product,or the famous 
authorn-ot “a book® on Confederate notes? Seer "Fs -page & 


AN ENCORE article from our president is a report on 
the recent Spink literature sale in-London. Get it 
Strargnt=from- one: who wasitherese.. - me vsneaed 2 eapage 79 


THE GREAT debate rages on and on and on... Who ever 
heard of NINE pages of 'Letters to the Editor?' Well, 
now yOu Can READ all of them, but?don’t get lost in 
Ghewverbiage jumping at you Starting on . . -~ page Jil 


AND THERE'S just enough space down her to wish all of 
you a very Happy Holiday Season. Now, why not send me 
a Similar greeting with some editorial copy enclosed? 
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MAJOR PUBLIC AUCTION 
RARE NUMISMATIC BOOKS 


Fourth Annual Kolbe/Spink Sale 


December Ist, 1985 


In Conjunction with the New York International 
Numismatic Convention in New York City 


Four Hundred Fifty Lots of Desirable Numismatic 
Works covering everything from Classic Books on 
Ancient Numismatics to Scarce United States 
Large Cent Monographs and Featuring A 
Remarkably Fine French Numismatic Library, 
mostly bound in Morocco. Works on Medals and 
Medallists are a Highlight of the Sale. 


Catalogue, including Prices Realized List . . .$5.00 


NUMISMATIC LIBRARIES WANTED 


While in the New York area we will be glad to 
visit with prospective clients regarding the 
disposition of their numismatic libraries, 
either by private acquisition or sale at auction. 


GEORGE FREDERICK KOLBE 


\ O, tie 
~ Sr 


yw y Fine Numismatic Books 
ae TELEPHONE (714) 338-6527 


P.O. Drawer 1610 A, Crestline, California 92325 USA 
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I Want to Purchase 
Deluxe or Presenta- 
tion Bound Copies of 
any catalogs, books or 
periodicals on United 
States numismatics. 


John F. Bergman 


4223 Iroquois Ave. 
Lakewood, CA 90713 


(213) 421-0171 after 4 P.M. PST, 
and on weekends 
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From the President... 


Election Surprise, Honor, Responsibility 


Three months ago I 
couldn't even spell 
'orezident' and now I are 
one! While my election may 
have been a Surprise, it 
Waswetso ran hnonor, .and with 
honor goes responsibility. 
hasgedyercnrough the efforts 
Of pastt—-president Cal 
Wilson, Asylum editor 
Carling Gresham, anda 
small number of others, the 
NBS has survived and pros- 
pered the past few years. 
With your help we will 
continue: that progress. 

tin i/29) Johann David 
Koehler began a trend with 
Bicmouolecavion Of Histori-— 
sche Muenzbelustigung, the 
mincwroulbsrantralimnumismat— 
iemoemtodveal. Lnvlese Ene 
great English numismatist, 
John Akerman, started publi- 
Gation of The Numismatic 
Chronicle), and the same 
VeareimePparis, “publication 
of Revue Numismatique com- 
menceceminitially proposed 
by edoceconeaN. 12 hevick, the 
American Journal of \Numis-— 
matics came into existence 
Imes Ooe 

Kochniler"s publication 
lasscdmiveryears,, 1tSPexists 
ence being based almost 
entirely on the author”s 
personal efforts. The Numis- 
Matlilemencenicler and Revue 
Numismatique are still be- 
inomouD biched \eaSvarexal RUM 
ber of the other important 
European numismatic periodi- 
cals which began in that 
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evap lcm aUN mehough. form 
ally having ceased regular 
publwcariony ives -onmcoday 
through the many worthwhile 
publications of the Ameri- 
can Numismatic Society. 
While numismatic soci- 
eties sponsor publication 
Qarmost —NunTSsmMal Lom OuL— 
nals ;aspractucal ly speaking, 
the journal is the society. 
lnutargemparit,. schnen ellie 
Rey Winey t anh eel See Se Numis- 


matic Bibliomania Society. 


The venerable publica- 
tions livsted above, and 
their select brethren, are 
indeed fortunate.: The re- 
maining pages of this issue 
could easily be filled with 
the names of publications 
no longer issued. The 
reasons are many: As with 
Koehler ya publication ortven 
is largely the effort of 
one person, or interest in 
a certain area may wane. 
Mostlys *tnough, publica 
tions and their respective 
OLgamimZatLlonsmdie “because 
their members do not 
support them with written 
COntmUbuLtons:. 

In many ways this is the 
mid-nineteenth century for 
Qumestertcmbol bop a mleste lt 
Ustanwage Or discovery; 
there, as excitement an tthe 
ia we neche pages’ Gist T ie 
and elsewhere, 
infcopmation routinely ap= 
pears that has never before 
been published anywhere. It 
1S) aulomelwkemans antormasy > 
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CNA Auction Catalog Bibliography 


By Joseph Foster 
Richmond, VA 


While much has been writ- 
ten about the auction cata- 
logs of the United States, 
little has been published 
about our northern neigh- 
bor, Canada. 

There were very few deal- 
ers in Canada in the 1800s, 
let alone auction sales, so 
until the the late 1940s, 
when Jim Charlton started 
his auctions, there were 
very few auction catalogs. 

CUnrentl yaw ery.1ngi co 
put togetherra ftrial ‘list’ 
of Canadian auction cata- 
TOgs and. wadseoetaeto eile at 
ailatver date. Horenow,. . 

OG Pere eniisel isc tng sore CNA 
sale catalogs. The Canadian 
Numismatic Association was 
formed’ in) L950 with “their 
first convention and sale 
being held in 1954. 
1954-Toronto, “Ont. 
8/23-24/54. Canada Coin 
Exchange. 700 lots, 
IPP fecplLss eerinted on 
8-1/2 X% 14 inch paper. 
1955-Ottawe-. ont. 
o/ 1 -C/ So eecoRneda CON 
Exchange. 844 lots, 
9pp,. lpl, printed on 
Sa~ly2 Xe l ASiinehepaper : 


President... 
tional jig-saw puzzle; some 
of us may have only a piece 
OY two of sinformation, 
while others may fill in 
large areas. 

Why not send the editor 
a piece of your mind? e 


1956-London, Ont. 
9/22-23/56. Canada Gand 
Exchange. 1088 lots, 
lipp, lpl,- printeewien 
8-1/2 X 14 anch papem 

195)7—Hamibeon onus 
8/30-31/57. Canadam@onms 
Exchange. 756 lots, 
9pp, ipl, printedgea 
8-1/2 X 14 inch) papers 

1958-Ottawa, Ont. 
9/4-6/58. Canada wou 
Exchange. 882 lots, 
l2pp, lpi sti Wit 
8-1/2 X 14 paperyebum 
with 'slick' cover mwien 
illus. of Uncle oee 
Canadian half doltargen 
back of cover. (lots 


-1959-Regina, Sask. 


97 224759" 
Exchange. 


Canada Coin 

1605-slows? 
42pp, 2pls. Orange cov- 
ersin 1535 X23 she 

1960-Sherbrooke, Que. 
8/18-20/60. CanadasCoim 
Exchange. 1602 loge 
39pp, 3pls. Bluevcev— 
ers, 4153 XxX, 233nme 

1961 —Hamisl tony, Ones 
8/31 —- 9/2 Canadame@raae 
Exchange. 2713 digue= 
69pp, 3pls. Brown cov- 
ens ej l5 39 X23 3a 

1962-Detroit, Mich. 
8/15-18/62. Combined 
ANA/CNA sale. James 
Kelly & J.E., Ghariteons 
2309, lots, 4/pp,.¢a ee 
Canada, lots 75]-TegGe 
White covers, 216 X 
276mm. > 
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WANTED 


Old Dealer Catalogs, Price Lists, House Organs, etc. 


featuring U.S. Coins. Send list with condition and 


prices to: 


David Sundman, 253 Union Street, 
Littleton, New Hampshire 03561 


Foster... 
1963-Vancouver, B.C. 
67-5-1.7/63.. Continental 
Coirnce tan d196. Vots:, 
ABpp, ewiklus. Green icov— 
ens, 143 x. 22 /mm. 
1964-Halifax, N.S. 
8/28-29/64. Canada Coin 
Exchange, 1834 lots, 
BeOS.) Reds covers, 
pay eexe 2 omm. 
1965-Montreal, Que. 
6713-14/65." Canada’ Corn 
Exchange.’ 2/748 lots, 
Sepp, Spis. White cov— 
ers, 2427 % 2lomm. 
1966-Winnipeg, Man. 
8/26-27/66. Canada Coin 
Exehange..1632 lots, 
Sypor pls. Whites cov— 
S67 4.x $21 omin. 
1967-Ottawa, Ont. 
9/1-2/67. Canada Coin 
Berecnenge.. 2200) ots, 
Gicp yelp. Whitel-cov— 
ecm a Oy Xs 2b omm 
1968-Calgary, Alt. 
7/15-16/68. Canada Coin 
Becchenge. “L900 Lots, 
aon HO smWil Cer COV = 
Sees 5 UOT DG Wadler 
1969-Toronto, Ont. 
8/28-30/69. Canada Coin 
Exchange. 1805 lots, 
SOD oO maps.) Wha te (cov 
ers, 142 xX 216mm. 


GL Luss’. «withigasioley “pol 
Paree(lote +805) 

LO 7O=Hatiiax aN sor 
8/6-7/70. Frank Rose 
(Ancade..Coins) ~ 1889 
liots,, 64pp,, P4pis.. Blue 
COvVecs, Sl42exX 216mm. 

1971-Vancouveer, B.C. 
8/26-28/71. Frank Rose 
(Arcade Coins.) 1628 
Lots te >2pp iF 2p Lse=Bbiluc 
covers, £42 x 21 emm: 

19/2-Toronto,;. Ont. 

CV 2=5 i. 2 sworn te Conven= 
tion with CPMS. Arcade 
COlLNS lov omLOeS, a> ODD, 
2lpls. White covers, 
PAZ e kere omni. 
1973-Saskatoon, Sask. 
(/iSa217 13... Evankerose 
Enterprises, Ltd. 1387 
ous, ac2po, a 4p low 42 
xX 216mm.) White. covers 
1974-Hamilton, Ont. 
CY 2 Ay) Ae Gen kweROS eC 
Enterorises,) Ltd.1 1323 
1ots,. 4500, 7 1 4olere 142 
XP 2 lone» Waate covers. 
1975-Calgary, Alta. 
ip 4 Ne Sep Chan ubonaNus 
Musial eS, erlicds ee> Ci 
VOGS MOD DO ice USE. 2.0 
X 277mm. White covers. 
1976-Ottawa, Ont. 
i/S=1 O07 162, Chaniton Auc- 


Ha Oneii.l 3 OleeLOUS OPP yi> 
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ANS Plans New Building. ..in 1906 


By Robert Wester 
Pembroke, NH 


A most unusual 16-page, 
6 by 9 inch booklet in my 
numismatic library is en- 
titled, Suggested Plan for 
a Building for the Numis- 
matic and Archeological 
(sic) Society (ANS2) @ This 
fine presentation was print- 
ed in New York by 'The De 
Vinne Press' in 1906. 

The American Numismatic 
Society's building was de- 
Signed by architect Charles 
P. Huntington, and his 
seven plates of blueprints 
illustrate the society's 
then-proposed building in 
precise detail. 

Foster... 
illus. White covers, 
216 X 277mm. (Facsimile 
of $100 gold Olympic.) 
1977—Vancouver,. B.C. 
8/5-7/77. Joe Lepcezyk. 
2190 SLOUcSaRSo pp yeep Ss: 
Red cvrs, 164 X 242mm. 
19/8=-London;. Ont. 
1/28-307 JS ew Charileacep. 
Moore Auctions. 1548 
LOS eS Op’, elas. 6a3 7 
X 217mm. White covers. 
1979-Edmonton aA lite 
1716-21 / Jose Chars-con “la— 
ternationa Ws Pub. eine. 
1323 slots ys 4S por pelos. 
Black ¢vrs 277iexi 2 vomime 
1980-Montreal, Que. 
7/24-26/80. Charlton In- 
Lernationale O39 NloLs, 
32pp, illus. White cov- 
ers, 216 % 279mm: 
1931—Toronto, Ont. 
(25-25 /318 Charlton ans 


A careful examination of 
the plates proved to be 
most informative. The 
length of the building is 
64 feet; the approximate 
width is 40 feet, and it's 
possibly 45 feet high, in- 
cluding the terrace. 

In the centerfold of the 
booklet are the plates for 
the main and second floors: 
The main floor plan contain- 
ed the following rooms: 
cloak, safe, and two recept- 
ion rooms. An exhibition 
and meeting room, plus the 
library and two staircases, 
are on- the second floor. > 


ternational 5) 936hiee- 
30pp, illus. Black cov- 
ers, (216 X-2/9mme 
1982-Winnipeg, Man. 
7/15-17/82.. Empi vee 
dustries, Inc. 1018 
lots; 68pp,. i1-luseae 
X 286mm. White covers. 
1983-Moncton, N.B. 
7/21-23/83. Empire In- 
dustries,. Ince soa 
lots, 42pp, 8plsia ae 
221mm. White covers. 


1984-Hamilton, Ont. 
7/20-22/84. J & M Numis- 
matic Auction. 1110 
lots, 30pp,: 11 lisse 
X 280mm. Cream covers. 
1985-Regina, Sask. 
7/18-20/85. J & M Numis- 
matic Auction. 1055 
Lots,.26pp,. il lusaaie 
X 280mm. Cream covers. @ 
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Among the rooms on the 
second floor is an archway 
leading to the exhibition 
room, more library space, 
endmeddtt1onal rooms. “Above 
sear beautrvrtuliskylightrin 


the roof, which can be view- 


ed trom the balcony or the 
Micetiae iL OOK. 


Pacluded “in this most in- 


formative booklet is a his- 
LOGywOrmethe society until 
1906, and it states that 6 
Pocmiesleosewas the date “the 
society was organized. 


The society's seal was 
was designed by Charles 
Anthon, and was adopted on 
22 June 1865. The emblem is 
a spray of oak leaves and 
acorns with the legend, 
"Darva-Ne-Perseant," (let 
not small things perish.) 

Many beautiful medals 
have been struck by the 
society, the first being 
one of President Abraham 
Lincoln; among others’ ‘are 
Christopher Columbus, Gen- 
eralwwes. Grant, /a member-= 
ship medal, and medals to 
honor the society's presi- 
dents. 

Picwmreamonchky pub lica— 
tion, The American Journal 
of Numismatics, was first 
Pesuedein May, /18eo, and 
continued as a monthly un- 
Peon we Ose it ewas 
then issued guarterly by 
the Boston Numismatic Soci— 
Soyeuncr epi, S90," when 
William Marvin and Lyman 
Low continued publication. 


Orville J. Grady 


Numismatic Literature 


6602 Military Ave. 
Omaha, NE 6 


~ . 
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Over the years, the ANS 
has continued successfully 
in every respect since the 
1906 publication; *1t cele- 
brated its 50th anniversa- 
ry by moving into a new 
home on 6 April 1908. The 
Danio WePavurich sui. and de 
Pierpont Morgan collections 
were given to the society 
on that gala occasion! 


The society continues to 
produce outstanding medal- 
ic vane, which adsPwadmired 
collected and cherished by 
many; their scholarly publi- 
cations; exhibitions ‘and 
education in numismatics, 

TO nase rp he varans | 

If the society's past is 
any), indication, "ts future 
is mostecertainly assured! % 


CLASSIFIED 


Tokens, medals, exonumia book list 
available. Includes standard and 
esoteric works. Also ask for our 
‘out-of-print’ listing. SASE 
appreciated. WORLD EXONUMIA, POB 
AVACASO seRocktord, @hbt ol lr0 


The Asylum 


Bradbeer Rarity Discovered? 


By Jeff Brown 


Sunnyvale, 


While attending a Cali- 
fornia State Numismatic 
Association Convention re- 
cently, held in San Jose, I 
happened across a dealer 
with a large inventory of 
numismatic literature. As 
all bibliophiles are wont 
to do, I browsed:=most of 
his stock was high-priced 
common material, but some 
was scarce, and higher 
priced. 

The dealer and I exchang- 
ed pleasantries while I 
looked through boxes of 
books. In the last box, 
behind a $15 softbound 
reprint of Maris' Coins of 
New Jersey, a volume caught 
my eye; on the spine was 
the author's name, Brad- 
beer. The cover was marbled 
cardboard with a maroon 
cloth across the spine. 

Intrigued, I opened the 
book; to my surprise it was 
not printed, but typed. Not 
only that, it appeared to 
be a carbon copy. I asked 
the dealer what he knew 
about the book; he indicat- 
ed that there had been 
three copies at one time, 
and that he had handled two 
of them. 

Now the adrenaline was 
pumping! Had I happened 
across an original manu- 
SCripte 

Fortunately, I had seen 
the noted bibliophile and 
dealer, -Calvwilson, who was 


CA 


attending the show. With 
the dealer's permission I 
took the book to Cal, who 
looked at the volume and 
also was intrigued by it. 

Cal examined the fly- 
leaf, which revealed that 
the book had been handled 
by a prominent southern 
California numismatic book 
dealer (a fact later veri= 
fied by that dealer.) 

Cal suggested that the 
binding looked as if it had 
been done ca. 1915,)butmhe 
thought the paper was sus- 
pect. He concluded thateeeaas 
a copy, someone went to a 
great amount of troublemee 


avoid paying for the book. 


Satisfied, I returnedmeo 
the dealer's table, and 
after the customary haggl- 
ing, 1 bought the books 

Once home the research 
began; from _numismatic alu 
erature catalogs I learned 
that William West Bradbeer 
had published, Confederate 
and Southern States Curren- 
cy. Historical and Finan- 
Cial Data, Biographical 
Sketches Descriptions With 
Illustrations, in Mts Ver= 
NOMetri we! OLS. 

The title’ of my copys 
though, ends with the word, 
"‘Data;' no "Biographical 
Sketches or Descriptions 
With Illustrations!' The 
published copy has 162 
pages, text illustrations, 
and bound in blue cloth, 


> 
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Spink’s Recent Sale ‘Memorable’ 


By George F. Kolbe 
Crestline, CA 


On Thursday, October 
Oe L985),0 a notable auc 
iron Ob numismatic books 
wOoOkwolace in London Spink 
Secon eLta., international 
fine art dealers and "the 
oldest coin dealers in the 
world," conducted the 328 
Vot™sale which took place 
in the Cavendish Hotel. 

It was the second sale 
conducted by the firm de- 
vVoteq entirely to numis— 
Matic literature. The first 
Sle wwotch 1. also had ‘the 
good fortune to attend, was 
no less "notable, being com- 
prisearor the library of 


Brown... 

GialeeeMy copy has only 75 
pages of text printed on 
Onemcidevonly, and no illus- 
trations. However, the word 
lou wimay indicate the 
placement of illustrations. 

It also appears that the 
reference was reprinted by 
RemGrecmadn, Chicago; 1945. 
Diemeedrt1on hase 2/7 pages, 
e tensive halftone. i1llustra- 
Proncymands 1s: bound fin pas— 
tel blue cloth. 

Additional information 
aocutetaus book, other 
copies, or the original, 
would be appreciated; it 
will aid me in my research 
on the subject. 

(Thesauthor may be contact— 
edkat ots Numismatics, 510 
Lawrence Expressway, #/67, 

Sunnyvale, CA 94086 - Ed.) @ 


the great British numisma- 
CYS veme + G eRObINSOn solnat 
sale took place in March, 
1981, and, although prices 
for works on ancient and 
European numismatics were 
already starting to slide, 
the sale did quite well. 
The present sale general- 
ly saw prices rebounding 
despite areas of weakness. 
Highlighted by a marvelous 
selection of duplicates 
from the library of the 
Royal Mint, the sale was 
also enriched by the in- 
elusivon’of ‘a consignment 
featuring rare works on 
Islamic numismatics. The 
Islamic works generally 
sold guite well, although 
demand seemed thin for many 
titles, and prices were low 
On, Cecaston. whe quality ©Of 
the Royal Mint entries ran 
the gamut from the sublime 
torthetratherordindary?, {and 
was reflected in the 
results Ordinary material 
genervalhy soldmiovivery 
ordinary prices while ex- 
ceptional items mostly 
NivedHupmato, som exceeded, 
eoveline Nes hibaLamayeps 
Approximately 25 persons 
attended the sale. This is 
probably anvartitically low 
number, caused by the begin- 
NinguOnmmosmMay;OmMCcOLieraLt, 
COLNEX ont cheeday of *the 
auction. Doubtless, many of 
the attendees represented 
ELiendse angmcustOMmers slr? 
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Kolbe... 

for example, executed bids 
for nearly 30 clients, and 
was indeed fortunate to 
purchase nearly 40 percent 
of the “total-=value “oft the 
sale. The total of the 
estimates was a bit more 
than 40,000 pounds, and the 
Sale actually realized near- 
ly 50);,000;) pounds, a result 
likely to inSure that fu- 
ture Spink auctions will 
occur more frequently. 

Perhaps the most excit- 
ing book in the sale was 
Christopher Williams' 
Descriptive List of the 
ProvincialsCopper (Coins, 
published in 1795. Spink 
referred to it as, "an item 
known to recent generations 
of token «collectors? only 
from a two-line reference 
in Hammer's Introduction to 
The Provincial Token-Coin- 
age of jtheslSth) Century, 
(19 LO=1 7/7 a)eeebsStimactedmat 
SOO; pounds; sbrdding started 
at 250) pounds sand did not 
StOp Until, > SOmpoundsmwas 
reached. 

Other highlights smnelude 
the extremely rare volume 
20 of Corpus Nummorum Itali- 
corum,, which soldstoniiyscse 
pounds on a 1,000 pound 
estimate; the excepolonalaly 
important and rare Markov 
Inventarniy Katalog musul- 
manskikh Monet, which sold 
fone?) 0500 pound shikar beat me 
ful. manuscript volume enti- 
tled A Selection from the 
Medals in the Cabinet of 
Adam Young, 1835, which 
realized 650° pounds on an 


The Asylum 
An NBS Auction 


The society has received 
four mint copies of Vols 
No.l, of The Asylum 

Those members who would 
like to have a copy should 
submit a bid to the ediieern 
no later than 16 December 
1985. Minimum bid is 352507 
but we won't charge a 103% 
buyer's fee. (Ain testis 
nice som, mice) 

The four highest bidder 
will receive a copy, post- 
paid. Winners and their 
bids will be listed) saimmiege 
next issue of The Asylum. 

Bid GENEROUSLY, as we 
need the loot! Remember, 
closing date for this#GRear 
auction is 16 December. e 


A GOOD book is the best of 
friends, the same today and 
forever. 

Martin F. Tupper 


estimate of 300 pounds. 
Classic European numis- 
matic periodicals continued 
to be in great demand, and 
a run of Revue Belge garner- 
ed a winning bid) of@iveee 
pounds against a 250 pound 
estimate. A long run of 
Royal Mint Annual Reports, 
though scarce, tendedita 
sell for modest amounts. 
Nowadays many numismatic 
book auctions appear to be 
made up of many disparate 
consignments, often the 
duplicates of collectors or 
dealers, and feature few 
truly desirable books. The 
Spink sale was a memorable 
exception. @ 
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Letters, and MORE Letters! 

With reference to the recent 
articles in The Asylum on book 
preservation: There is an article 
in U.S. News & World Report for 
the week of April 22, which ex- 
plains a gas saturation method 
that may extend book life by 500 
years. If you are not able to 
obtain a copy, I will provide a 
facsimile for you. 

As a. 'book-nut' and a numismat- 
ic collector, as well as. a retired 
printer and bookbinder, I thorough- 
ly enjoy the issues of The Asylum; 
especially the articles on preser- 
vation and printing technology. 
Since my library is quite large, I 
feel fortunate to be the recipient 
of knowledge which helps to solve 
the problems of storage and preser- 
vation. 

Currently: icam trying “to con- 
vince collectors that some of the 
same elements which are attacking 
our books are busily engaged in 
destroying our coins and medals. 
They are stubbornly resisting 
change, but many of them have not 
been exposed to the problem as 
long as I have. 

Of course, many of them own no, 
or very few, numismatic books, 
ereners bedon *t, know now to *con= 
vince collectors to, "Buy the book 
before the coin," when so many of 
them consider this hobby as a 
SEY INTalepursurt. 


Glenn A. Rome 


Thanks, Glenn, for the tip on 
the article; I acted on your 
letter immediately, thinking I 
might reprint same, however, I had 
other thoughts when I received the 
following (in part:) 
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"If you will sign and return 
the enclosed copy of this 
letter of agreement, you 
have our permission to 
reprint in The Asylum our 
Apmilmec, aso, aruicles 
"Battling Father Time to 
Save a Vast Treasure,' for a 
fee of $100." 


(s)Robert J. Ames 
Administrative Editor 

There were more conditions to 
the letter, but they aren't neces- 
Sary to make the point. 

USN&WR was, though, courteous 
enough to respond to my request. 
Had we the money, I would have re- 
printed the article. 

Now, I know you must have many, 
many stories 'filed away' in your 
memories; why not 'treat' us, NBS, 
to some of your experiences as a 
printer and binder? 


Editor 


+ % + F 


The following comments are to 
be considered apropos of the cur- 
rent state of the NBS, as publish- 
edun- Votumesl PL, eNo."2, of ihe 
Asylum. They are respectfully 
offered from the perspective of 20 
years as a collector of general 
antiquarian books, but only an 
occasional collector of classic 
numismatic works. I trust that 
they are equally forthright, and 
without rancor. 

First, I believe that the NBS's 
direction to this point has been 
largely elitist, that is, towards 
advanced students of the field, 
especially 19th century American 
numismatic bibliography. There is 
nothing inherently wrong in this, > 
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Letters... 

but it does have two implications: 
it tends to drive away those inter- 
ested amateurs who don't already 
have the requisite specialized 
knowledge of the field; and it 
tends to proscribe those without 
unlimited funds to spend on books 
of interest. 

In short, a basic love of books 
may not be enough for the uniniti- 
ated. There have been some fine 
exceptions, certainly, notably 
Joel Orosz' recent series on 
preservation; but leaving out 
reports of current sales, much of 
the cumulative index to The 
Asylum, as recorded in the same 
issue, substantiates the presump- 
tion of a certain amount of arcane 
knowledge. 

If we truly seek a broader base 
of members, items of general inter- 
est from the incunabulum of 
American numismatics must find 
their counterpoint in contribut- 
ions about more contemporary 
numismatic publishing, much as Cal 
Wilson has commendably done in his 
Numismatic Repository. 

The issue of money runs paral- 
lel. For those for whom paying 
hundreds of dollars a page, as 
Denis Loring once related doing 
for a hotly-contested item of 
interest, is a matter of sheer 
exhilaration, NBS's direction to 
date poses no problem; but for the 
book lover on a budget, the whole 
numismatic book field seems skewed 
toward the high-rent district, 
almost as if driven by the large 
amounts of money in circulation in 
the numismatic field in general. 
The logic seems to be, "If I'd pay 
a thousand for the coin, surely 
the book is worth a hundred." 


~ 1925 Newcomb (on the cents of 1801- 


The Asylum 


Well, maybe. 

I once bought a mint copy of 
the 1958 edition of Penny Whimsy 
in dustjacket, from a general 
antiquarian book dealer well-known 
for his stiff prices, at $i7e50aee 
even aS copies were being adver- 
tised in coin circles at $50. For 
the general collector aware of 
such differences, experiences of 
this sort must give pause about 
jumping into the numismatic book 
field with both feet. 

There's also the issue of 
‘value for the money;' many of 
those avidly-sought and highly- 
priced pieces of 19th and early 
20th century American numismatic 
publishing are, as books, undistin- 
guished bits of late Victoriana, 
compared to books of considerably 
greater antiquity and quality of 
production in other fields. 

I paid twice as much for my 


2-3,) as I paid for my 1587 > 
Holinshed's Chronicles of England: 


you've got to want a book a lot to 
do something like that...but even 
Mania .has.its.Jimits. 

Obviously, my comments are 
premised on the greatest interest 
across the board existing in 
American numismatics, and thus in 
American numismatic bibliography; 
to the extent that this is not 
true, then the NBS is even further 
down the subspecialist byways of | 


its constituent members. Again, 

this is not necessarily bad; but 

it is perhaps more consistent with 

a society of 200 than with Cal 

Wilson's proposed ‘literate 4000.! 
Second, if the NBS is indeed to 

expand, we must be willing to 

serve. as more of a cri ticalmaroie 

ter of contemporary numismatic pub- > 
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Letters... 

lishing. That.is, after all, where 
we all started with books about 
coins. We have a marvellous oppor- 
tunity here in the sheer volume of 
numismatic books published over 
the last dozen years. Unfortu- 
nately, beyond books acclaimed as 
Award Winners (generally by the 
Numismatic Literary Guild,) next 
to nothing has been said in print 
to separate the gems from the 
culls, the serious research from 
the puff conjectures. Even a 
little honest controversy might 
stir up some interest; I doubt 
that Ed. Frossard ever had to beg 
for subscribers. 

But again, this postulates a 
new direction in the NBS...and 
perhaps the circle of 200 is quite 
eoncentawith the olidvvlf so, 101 
not press my points. 

But if there's interest in 
these new directions, I'll dust 
off my typewriter again and do my 
parts 


Harry Salyards 


Thanks, Harry, for your percep- 
tive look at the NBS. Your com- 
ments should provoke some positive 
reaction, hopefully in the form of 
editorial copy. 

Now that you've volunteered, 
get that typewriter humming! 


Editor 


+e FF OF. 


Your cri de coeur on the last 
page of the new Asylum strikes a 
foamalaar tcnord. All as not lost, 
though. For the NBS word of mouth 
publicity is the best and surest, 
and sooner or later quality does 


13 


prevail. 

Sure, a lot more members would 
ease the printing bill, but a 
couple of hundred informed and 
appreciative supporters are worth 
far more than a revolving member- 
ship of a thousand, as is the case 
with so many societies. 

NOC OteVOl lil i 1SmDy eany 
Standard a first-rate product. 
Your form of table of contents is 
a genial idea. And the inside is, 
in GFK's term, a most palatable 
‘olla podrida.' 


Ran (Zander) 


Thanks, Ran; our writers 
deserve your compliments. It's an 
easy and pleasant task when one 
has such copy to edit and layout. 

Now, though, THE WELL IS DRY! 
There isn't even one word for the 
next issue, other than the continu- 
ation of the Medina article. 

HELP! 


Editor 


+ + + % 


Wanted to compliment you on 
getting The Asylum back on 
schedule. You're drawing out some 
good articles. 

Have this suggestion on getting 
coverage in The Numismatist from 
'HRH Harris:' Why doesn't NBS take 
out a club membership in ANA? That 
way, we could get blurps (sic), 
photos, etc., of club activities 
publicized virtually every month. 

In my neighborhood, the Ocean 
County Coin Club is particularly 
active and I'm always reading 
about their various projects in 


(Continued on Page 16) 
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Letters... 
the club news section. 

I would certainly vote to have 
Our treasury spring for a club 
membership. Just a suggestion. 


David Gladfelter 


Thanks for your kind thoughts. 
Unfortunately, lack of editorial 
copy has forced this double issue, 
which, in itself, is now ‘off 
schedule. ' 

The NBS is an ANA member club, 
which forms the basis for my edit- 
orial complaint in the last issue. 

In The Numismatist the score 
remains: 

Mel Fisher 2 
NBS 0 


Editor 


Ee be 


Much Ado About Nothing... 
TO: Carling Gresham 

N.Neil Harris 

George Kolbe 

Cal Wilson 


As a member of both NBS and 
ANA, I am incensed at the diatribe 
against Neil Harris in the "The 
First Word..seco.Umnactetne 
latest issue of The Asylum. The 
coverage (or lack thereof) of NBS 
activities in other numismatic 
publications is a legitimate topic 
for discussion, but Mr. Gresham's 
column falls well outside the 
boundaries of reasoned and courte- 
ous discourse. I believe an apol- 
ogy to Mr. Harris. is in order. 

Mr. Gresham wonders "...why we 
(NBS) have no more than 200 
members out of the vast number of 
collectors and dealers in the 


The Asylum 


world." If his column is indica- 
tive of the image we present to 
the numismatic community, it is no 
wonder to me at all. 


Denis W. Loring 


Speaking of images... 

Maybe you can 'polish' your 
image by explaining why the first 
addressee, and subject, of your 
letter was the very last to re- 
ceive a copy; its contents were on 
the ANA bourse floor before you 
delivered a copy to me at the NBS 
meeting at 8 p.m. That's courtesy? 

And where's your salutation? It 
seems that business courtesy would 
dictate, at the very least, a sim- 
ple, 'Gentlemen:' 

As the letter was written on 
Stationery of The Equitable Life 
Assurance Society of the United 


States, iS one to assume that you 


are protesting on behalf of the 
majority of its policyholders? Or, 
as the letterhead states that 
you're a VP, are you suggesting 
that your views are those of the 
firm's management? Is your CEO 
aware of such business ethics? 

My handy-dandy Webster's New 
Collegiate Dictionary offers 
three definitions for 'diatribe:' 
"1 (archaic): a prolonged dis- 
course 2: a bitter and abusive 
speech or writing 3: ironical or 
Satirical crigicismas 

Can we agree to throw out 
definition #1? 

#2? Where, specifically, was I 
‘bitter or abusive?' I certainly 
didn't call anyone 'bad' names, 
although I could have alluded to 
membership in a numismatic organi- 
zation whose members wear large, 
black on yellow badges proclaiming > 
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Letters... 
that they're SOBs. 

#3? Are you suggestiong that 
Tim *quility’ of definition. #3? Ah, 
I might have to plead 'nolo conten- 
dere' here, considering the many 
billions of dollars The Equitable 
Assurance Society has, and how 
much they can spend on lawyers. 

IF #3 is your reference mark, 
then I recall for you President 
Truman's comment about getting out 
of the kitchen. ANY editor is 
‘fair game' for his/her readers, 
and he/she had best learn to live 
WheEnetnat tacts af not, they 
Should follow Harry's advice. 

And you fail to recognize that 
Lid waoesom OURSEMPLOYEE! IM) 1 could 
be wrong, but I believe his duty 
is to US, the membership, not to 
the first charlatan who drives 
down the pike and passes out reams 
of publicity material. 

What points of law or ethics 
exempt Harris from criticism? If 
his skin is so thin, you had best 
bUVAhAmMsas tur lined, tutu, for 
Christmas. 

Two or three times during the 
Baltimore convention I greeted 
Harris with a cheerful "Good 
morning, Neil," and he responded 
reluctantly, which I initially 
attributed to his having something 
HEAVY on his mind, such as his 
underwear being too tight. (Cer- 
tainly not this nonsense.) And, if 
you'll recall during the NBS meet- 
ing when I had the floor, I called 
on him by name for comments; he 
replied, "No." He had ample oppor- 
tunity to voice any grievance with 
me face to face, publicly or pri- 
vately. Why are you his surrogate? 

Why don't you spend your time 
doing something creative for the 
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NBS? Why don't you get a few mem- 
bers for us? At least prevail on 
your sacred cow for editorial 
space for the NBS. 

I really do 'wonder' why member- 
Ships and subscriptions are fall- 
ing throughout the hobby, however, 
I deny responsibility for any mem- 
bership decrease. Furthermore, as 
The Asylum wasn't delivered out- 
Side of NBS circles and a few edi- 
tors, I fail to understand your 
Suggestion that I have anything to 
do with decreasing membership. ANY 
image we have presented, until 
recently and NOT in The Numisma- 
tist, has been a total BLANK! (I 
doubt if the total of numismatic 
editors claim to be the 'numismat- 
ic community.') 

But there is GOOD news in all 
of this; our membership has grown 
to 224 (mailing labels, anyhow. ) 
The treasurer, who accounts for 
such things, can tell you whether 
or not we've gained any members 
lately; I believe we have, thanks 
to editors of Bank Note Reporter, 
Coin World, Numismatic News, World 
Coin News, and an ad in FUN- 
Topics. If you have the chance, 
tell anyone at any of those publi- 
Call ons merhanks ll! \(Emohasizend ts) 

I reject you as a surrogate for 
HRH, and I reject your request for 
an apology; but I'll be pleased to 
accept any of your editorial copy, 
including the piece that's over- 
due, and even discourteous let- 
ters, as long as you're a member. 

If you want to get thoroughly 
incensed, (first entry and defini- 
tion, ) I can recommend a place. In 
the meantime, if you can't stand 
the heat, you know what to do. 


Editor > 
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Letters Still Coming... 
Dear Denis: 


I am writing in response to 
your August l6th letter regarding 
Carling Gresham's column in the 
latest Asylum issue. I find myself 
in sympathy with much of what you 
Say. 

During the period I co-edited 
The Asylum the cooperation of the 
numismatic press was, in my opin- 
ion, excellent. Margo Russell, 
then editor of Coin World, was 
particularly helpful. 

I am very cognizant of the 
limited editorial space available 
in The Numismatist, and can find 
no fault with Neil Harris. He has, 
in fact, been most helpful with 
the ANA Summer Seminar course on 
numismatic literature, and I know 
he supports the aims of our group. 

Mr. Gresham has been an excel- 
lent and energetic editor and I 
Can sympathize, if not agree, with 
his complaints of lack of cover- 
age. Whether he agrees that his 
column was “outside the boundaries 
of reasoned and courteous dis- 
course," I am not sure, but I do 
expect yours and other opposing 
viewpoints will appear in the next 
Asylum issue. 

At the time, I argued with Jack 
Collins about the suitability of 
the NBS journal's name. Now... 


G.F. Kolbe 


cc: Carling Gresham 
N. Neil Harris 
Cal Wilson 


Yes, Mr. President, if members 
take the time and effort to write, 
It's the editor's duty to make 
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Space for their comments. Not all 
editors accord their members that 
courtesy. 

Considering the subject, the 
implication of your hanging, 
"Now..." at the end of your letter 
is very appropriate. It rates a : 
ten-star chuckle from me. | 


Editor 


+ + + + 


Dear Denis: 


First, let me apologize for the 
delay in responding to your letter 
regarding Carling Gresham's editor- 
ial in the last issue of The 
Asylum. Since returning from Bal- 
timore, I have been totally occu- 
pied with mailing my current sale 
catalogue and the latest issue of 


The Repository. I am just now 


returning to some degree of normal- 
cy and finding time to answer my 
mail. 

I am in total agreement with 
your comments regarding the con- 
tent of the subject editorial. 
Your statement that the "column 
falls well outside the boundaries 
of reasoned and courteous dis- 
course,” 1S right on the Mmarkeae 
sought out Neil Harris during the 
Baltimore Convention, and on be- 
half of the Numismatic Bibliomania 
Society, offered our sincere 
opologies. I must say that Neil 
was far more understanding about 
the entire matter than I would 
have been under the same circum- 
stances. . 

Mr. Gresham was also informed 
of my feelings on the matter. Al- 
though he continued to stand be- 
hind his statements, I trust that 
we will not see similar editorials > 
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in the future. Essentially, I ex- 
plained to him that the pages of a 
society journal should not be uti- 
lized to air personal disagree- 
ments. I feel certain that Mr. 
Gresham will observe this credo in 
the future. 

The present controversy notwith- 
Standing, I feel that Carling has 
done an admirable job as editor of 
The Asylum; and I furthermore be- 
lieve that time will prove the 
organ to be one of the best of its 
ilk. 

Again, I appreciate your 
thoughts and comments, and I look 
forward to hearing from you in the 
very near future. 


Cal Wilson 


cc: Carling Gresham 
George F. Kolbe 
Neil Harris 


Surprise, Cal! 

And disappointment, I'd guess. 

If ever I think or know that I 
Owe someone an apology, I'm MAN 
enough to do it alone! 

Whatever did you apologize for? 
Be specific; cite the exact words/ 
phrases that offend your senses, 
(read, 'pocketbook.') 

And, yes, you did discuss the 
Subject with me after you had 
"offered our sincere apologies," 
(read, 'got your brownie points.') 

It appears to me that you've 
SCOnemnOrmtne.dold,.51.e. Harris 
might not mention you in the pages 
of The Numismatist, (worse, your 
ad copy might get 'lost,') and 
Loring can buy more from you in 
one day than I can buy in five 
years. 
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Your patronizing attitude is 
very revulsive to me, but I accept 
the economics of your position. 


Editor 


+ + FF OF 


And Now, a REAL 
Butt—-Chewin'... 


Yes, I do like the new paper. 
Although those nasty, glossy 
coated stocks are required for the 
best-quality color printing, their 
delicateness and the surface 
reflections make them, to my mind, 
quite unsuitable for letterpress. 

I cannot express, though, the 
Sadness with which I view your in- 
cometentted).Cingsof mysartiele, 
if in fact you are the one who did 
it. I have no time to go through 
the thing line by line, pointing 
out the syntactical and grammati- 
cal errors which have been intro- 
dUGed tintOUtt, BbUtwanCcr hiacal wead= 
er who had not seen any of my 
other articles would think I don't 
know how to write standard En- 
glish. Commas have been inserted 
where they don't belong and delet- 
ed from places where usage re- 
quires them, changes in punctua- 
tion have destroyed structure, 
words have been misspelled or mis- 
USed etc. Lewishwyouuhad just 
dropped the bibliography rather 
than to print<1t in sucha muti- 
lated form. 

To be more specific I cite a 
few examples. In the first line 
you substituted ‘as with' for 
‘like.' Your phrase demands a pre- 
ceding 'with,' which is not there 
and can't be, since 'Napoleon' is 
the subject of the verb. In the 
third line you have a semicolon >» 
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where a period belongs; the struc- 
ture was formed by a lead sentence 
followed by two subordinate sen- 
tences. You made matters worse by 
Substituting 'the latter' for 
'Shakespeare;' if you were going 
to complicate the sentence that 
way you should at least have fol- 
lowed through by changing the next 
'Napoleon' to ‘the former. '! 

In the second paragraph you 
moved a comma from its correct 
place as one of a pair setting off 
a parenthetical clause to a posi- 
tion before a conjunction connect- 
ing a pair of infinitives, an in- 
correct thing to do. Toward the 
end of that paragraph you changed 
‘object' to 'objectives;' since 
there was only a single object 
given the plural makes no sense. 
You introduced “..." twice, in- 
correctly both times. 

I suppose using the Spanish 
‘'revolucion' instead of the French 
in the title of a French book is 
understandable, but in the case of 
Bramsen you introduced 'Le' and/or 
'de' where they don't belong. The 
title is simply MEDALLIER NAPO- 
LEON LE GRAND. 

I shall say nothing about your 
chopping the article into bits and 
pieces and using the disjecta mem- 
bra as fillers on several pages; 
perhaps readers will be sufficient- 
ly discouraged by that not to see 
many of the results of the 
editing. 

'Quatro' instead of ‘quarto?! 
Twice? 

I thank you for correcting my 
misspelling of Hennin and adding a 
couple of Christian names I didn't 
know. I suppose many readers will 
not know English well enough to 
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see what I see, so I suppose it 
really is not worth making a fuss 
about. 

I'm sorry I won't get to The 
Convention this year and so will 
miss seeing you and my other 
friends. Enjoy it. 


David (Block) 


David, you really know how to 
hurt a fella'. I don't think Will 
Strunk, Jr., would have slammed 
the door that hard. I'm certainly 
pleased that you didn't have time 
to go through the article line by 
line, and that you're not making a 
fuss about it. We just don't have 
that much space! 

I are the one who butchered the 
article; no excuses, and you have 
my apologies. Despite my irrespon- 
Sible editing it’s still a time 
article. 

The bibliographical citations 
were not deliberately used as 
fillers; I miscalculated the space 
requirements, hence, the ellipses 
and the 'white space' between 
entries, all of which makes them 
look like fillers. 

Reading and writing Spanish is 
one cause of my lapse of atten- 
tion; I should be more careful 
between languages. 

Ofttimes I change words or 
phrases, sometimes whole sen- 
tences, just to make them ‘fit! 
the available space...visual 
esthetics. It's an editor's prerog- 
ative, of course, however, I 
failed to read ‘up and-down' far 
enough to determine proper syntax, 
Subject, etc. My only defense is 
carelessness, which is no defense 
ata. 

Notice that your letter is set > 
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Don José Toribio Medina 


A Man For Any Reason 


HIS NUMISMATIC WORKS 


By Carling Gresham 
Pomona Park, FL 


(This is a rewrite of an article that originally appeared 


in the NI Bulletin, November, 


1983 eer os) 


Dedicated to 
Sarah Elizabeth Roberts, PhD 
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The Final Word 


These letters are very 
uci ng ,sdespite =some 
acrimonious overtones here 
and there. There appears to 
bemilitibe reason Lor anyone 
Pomget bent out of shape.' 

Everyone may have one 
more 'crack' at any topic, 
On mYeurd Arout then we ULl 
Glose the operation. Senses 
Vecesto let this get out of 
hand...already we've lost 
Valuable editorial. space. 

Sy OumsMay 10 bGemwiens You 
are ready, Gridley." @ 


Letters... 
precisely the way it was written, 
excluding hyphenations and marks 


Live ROLOG 
Thesnumismati1c bib bio- 
phile who attempts to build 

a Latin Amerucan sla brary. 
will encounter early in his 
efforts the name of José 
Toribio Medina; the name is 
virtually synonymous with. > 


used to indicate quoted words and 
phrases. Gl ain't: takin! no more 
chances with you!) 

You've been nominated to assume 
thas edi torid We posi tions Pay 
1S ete LoOmGOOd,™ DU UELhesanourSsa re 
great. Interested? 

I'm very pleased that you in- 
cluded me in the word, 'friends.' 

Thanks. 


Editor @ 
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early American numismatics. 
(1) 

One historian has remark- 
ed, "It would be impossible 
to take a step in American 
history without resorting 
to the publications of 
Senor Medina Mace) 

AS researches tOmeenits tan— 
ticle progressed, it became 
clear that few numismatists 
were aware of the man and 
his works. The presses of 
the West, excluding those 
of Latin America, have ig- 
nored this genius of the 
literary world. 

Bromsen wrote, "...hard- 
ly ay journal eine the Uneted 
States mentioned his pass- 
ing. -‘Theseditor- cf one of 
the nation's greatest dai- 
lies devoted only three 
lines? tomlivse obituary (3) 

Before his death the 
only mention of Medina in 
any U.S. numismatic publica- 
tion is in The Numismatist, 
Whi chmrs *anreportso rete 
69th annual meeting of the 
ANS, when Medina was award- 
ed the Archer M. Huntington 
medal tor 976. say tis 
death was reported in the 
Same Magazine byea(pr)) AE. 
Pradeaw ine 1932 29 (5) 

The only numismatic men- 
tion of Medina located by 
this writer was that of 
Robert I. Nesmith, (6) who 
also was a research writer. 
To this writer's knowledge, 
Nesmith"s article has never 
been reported or reprinted. 

theydack of antformmation 
about Medina is astounding. 


ers are reminded, 
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This brief article attempts 
to, correct, that lack =e: 
to correct some mistakes 
printed about him iis 
also presented in the hope 
that it will encourage 
others to learn more about 
the man who has been pro- 
claimed by many historians 
as, 'The Prince of Ameri- 
canysts 

Due to the’ brevitiyaas 
this paper, and considering 
Medina's variety of inter- 
ests, 1t's unlikel yeeros 
many readers will grasp the 
intensity and magnitude of 
the man's devotion to his 
work. 

His total productadonmeere 
awesome, with more than 350 
titles to his crédit. read 
though, 
that numismatics was merely 
the man's hobby, yet, he 
published 20 numismatic 
books, most of which remain 
as 'standard' references: 

This writer believes 
that, properly done, 50,000 
words might do justice to 
the memory of this ores 
humanitarian. 


Ill. A BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 


His ancestry is lost in 
antiquity, but some histori- 
ans believe he descended 
from a conquistador working 
for Francisco de Aguirre; 
that an ancestor was Barto- 
lome de Medina, who was 
known to be in Santiago de 
Chile in 1559. Bromsen be- 
lieves that he descended, 
"..-f£rom Spanish pioneéesge 
who took root in colonialaae 
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>> WANTED: Obscure or rare 
Latin American numismatic 
WOLKSEEOM eerenCclus Tony sin a 
bibliography scheduled for 
publ cation. 9 98oc send 
titles and description; if 
FOR’ SALE, state’ “condition 
and price, please. Thanks! 


P.O. Drawer 580, Pomona Park, FL 32081-0580 


(904) 649-9730 until midnight, EDST (No day calls Tue/Thu) 
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Chile during the middle of 
the eighteenth century." 
(7) 

Has bather, Jose del 
Pilar Medina y Valderrama, 
was a moderately successful 
lawyer, and later a judge, 
but he was stricken with 
DPavalysis at the age of 33. 
Bbuewto that itiness the Jjel- 
der Medina was a poor man 
whiomnad ito. support a family 
on a meager state pension, 
and on a diminished law 
practise. 

Jose Toribio's mother, 
Mariana Zavala y Almeida, 
woacmune, daughter of a sucs 
cessful mining speculator, 
(ineoplapo, )« and the grand— 
naecenot Juan Martinez ide 
Rozas, considered by many 
historians as, the father’ 
of independent Chile. 

Jose Toribio Medina was 
born in Santiago de Chile 
emOctober 9214 (8) 7.1852, 
enasnesspent his eaygly 
Veansi im, or mnearethat icity; 
He was educated at the Na- 
Prone beinseLeutesand jauethe 
University, of, Chile, where, 
at age 16, he received a 
bachelor's degree in philos- 
ophy and the humanities. 


In 1869 he entered law 
Schoous  whirchanornaiiy ire 
quired five years for gradu- 
ation, however, three years 
later he received his law 
degree; three months after 
graduation he was admitted 
to the bar by the Supreme 
Gourtmotaehiate: 

Medinas-s first published 
article appeared in 1873, 
andwehiseftircts bookwappeared 
thestollowingsyear, suhe 
latter being a translation 
of Longfellow's Evangeline. 
His first numismatic work 
was destined to appear 1/7 
Viearom vale. 

In 1874 Medina accepted 
husmiaustupub lice positron: 
agmsecretany scouchi let siile- 
datzonminelama. whe vapporunt— 
ment had been arranged by a 
friend of the elder Medina, 
Adolsovlbanezy. Minus tensor 
Foreign Affairs, and José 
Poviovo Us» butune sfather=in— 
law. 

Medina stayed in Lima 
foretwo) years and <thevstay 
is snoetable. Lormtworreasons): 
DucsmuOneuvackwOormrnererence 
material. on anthropology 
and the natural sciences, 
he began studying colonial 
records’ ins locale libraries 
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and archives, searching for 
documents on Chilean hist- 
ory. Thus began his inter- 
GSU Wiel nceiictonv.OLasEne 
New World, which would re- 
Marna ll ofa sealant en 

The other notable result 
of his Lima tenure was that 
it marked the beginning of 
his world travels, usually 
to search Porn more books 
and documents about the his- 
LOLYVTOLRGh ther 

In bamart ines SiGmaltra end 
invited him to attend the 
U.S.) Centennialexpos ution: 
he accepted, resigned his 
posation; vande@cemledy tor 
the U.S. After visiting: the 
exposition he toured the 
U.S. for three months, then 
he sailed for Europe to 
look for more information 
about ‘Chiller? Assay) ceasult! of 
this trip he won an award 
for writing a three-volume 
study on literature in colo- 
nial Chile; he published 
the book with his prize 
money. 

In 1877 Medina returned 
to) his; legal ipractise in 
Chile SSinm evo; elavioluntean= 
ed) Lor cin dissse uvaces.n 
Chile's war with Peru and 
Bolivia, and he was appoint- 
ed military qudgesor ethe 
conquered province of Tara- 
paca. While there he discov- 
ered the bones of a giant 
prehistoric megathere, 
which he packed and sent to 
the National Museum-in San- 
tiago; he also discovered 
several old and rare Span- 
ish books, which he later 
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edited and republished. 

In 1880 Medina resigned 
his military’ position sand 
toured. the central portmen 
of Chile, Araucania, which 
was a dangerous undertaking 
as the natives were ina 
State of open warfare with 
the Chilean government. 
With only a native guide to 
assist.him,.he.travelied 
the region, studyingerae 
ethnological characteris-— 
tics and Social’ structume 
of the Indians. The resus 
of that remarkable journey 
was the publication amsled 
of Los Aborijenes de Chile, 
which.is still the 'stanmdemd 
WOLK Nw rte! eile lds 

In 1883 the government 
aSsigned Medina the task of 
indexing all of the colonue 
al. records within (Ghille. 
the work was published in 
1884, and included 1300 
volumes and 1816 documents. 
According to Chiappa ac 
the iandex iS* very raveymas 
most) Of .1t_was) sold ton 
wrapping paper! 

José Balmaceda, Minister 
of the Interior, was"somumte 
pressed with Medina's speed 
and accuracy that he ap- 
pointed him as first secre-— 
tary of Chile"s legationmaa 
Madrid,* withthe’ taskwos 
copying documents relating 
to Chilean history founds 
Spanish archives. It'sire= 
ported that Medina decipher- 
ed, and copied by handy 
more than 360 volumes, each 
containing an average of 
500 pages! 

Before returning home in > 
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1886, Medina visited the 
great repositories in Rome, 
Paras Berlin, London and 
Vienna, always looking for 
iMeermation about his coun= 
try. Before leaving Spain, 
Medina discovered 700 bun- 
dles of unknown manuscripts 
wneuner Castle of Simancas, 
WiicTieLs tpantcofethe: archiv- 
al system of the country. 

Meeemerne turning: to Chile 
in 1886, Medina married 
Dona Mercedes Ibanez, daugh- 
ter of Adolfo Ibanez, then 
Chilean Minister to Washing- 
TOMO eco By all accounts, 
hesscould not have chosen a 
better helpmate; she has 
been described as intelli- 
gent, cultured, and very 
charming. 

im addition to» her wite= 
ina duties, Dona Mercedes 
acted as Medina's personal 
seevetany, proofreader, 
cataloger, collaborator, 
and; generally, as his 
might hand." She’,also'was 
ambutfer against the many 
unnecessary intrusions that 
hemcaced frequently ,, espe- 
cially after his fame had 
spread. Bromsen states, "No 
biography of Medina could 
exaggerate her contribution 
vammak ings himiithe “Prince 
OG eamexricanistsi.' 910) 
Appropriately, Medina was 
devoted to her. 

The marriage must have 
beenmanvextracrdinery in- 
ppination,isfor,) within 
Poeiwerirstatave yearseto- 
gether, Medina published 31 
volumes and three articles. 
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During this period he began 
his famous Imprenta series, 
which ultimately included 
more thane 100° tuviles: 

In 1888 Medina bought 
hisetinst, commercials press, 
which was capable of print- 
ing 'signatures' of eight 
pages at a time: he install- 
ed it on the second floor 
Opehrspmhonme, an Sanbiage. He 
named the press 'Ercilla' 
to shone Lhe) author iofmtne 
Chilean epic, La Araucana. 
Another press was named 
'Elzeviriana,' and was used 
atpavlater date.) 

Readers should realize 
that Medina's presses were 
hand-operated; that his 
type was set letter by let- 
ter, lbineiwby ~Line;f page, by 
page.’ Today,, ai typesetter 
Gan sete within one hour 
that which took Medina 20 
hours. (A professional type- 
setter ss estimate.) Wt 
shoulid bei noted; too, that 
his only permanent helper 
Was hice wine seas tene socca— 
sion demanded, he hired as 
many as four assistants 
when printing and binding. 

Operating Ercil] Vas jand 
'Elzeviriana' was a labori- 
ous task; no wonder that 
his books were printed in 
such small quantities. Hel- 
mut Lehmann-Haupt stated, 
"Thws spressi,) )(blzeviriana,,) 
is removed by not more than 
twoustages siromelts wooden 
prototype constructed by 
Johannes Gutenberg.) _(12) 
Medina must have been pleas- 
ed) with the press,,-for he 
UuSed a tt Omicomyeancimberore:> 
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he sold): i'tsim! 1491-9~ ending 
his career as a printer. 

Medina was forced to 
flee Chile in 1892 because 
he supported the losing 
Side in the country's civil 
war; his friend and bene- 
factor, José Balmaceda, 
then president of Chile, 
was deposed, and later com- 
mitted suicide. 

Fortunately for Medina, 
he had received earlier an 
invitation from the Argen- 
tine government to visit 
their country to compile a 
bibliographical study of La 
Plate region,. comprising 
parts: ef Argentina, Para— 
guay and Uruguay. He left 
his wife in Santiago and 
travelled by horseback 
across they Andes.) snc easy 
feat...where he remained 
for eight months. 

After completing his 
aSSigned task, he found 
time to compile one other 
bibliography, that on Gen- 
eral José Miguel Carrera. 
Both works were printed on 
the press of the Museo de 
la Plata. 

Late in 1892 Sefiora 
Medina joined her husband 
in Argentina, and they sail- 
ed for Spain, where they 
remained until 1896. During 
those years Medina was to 
be found daily in the ar- 
chives of oevi tle Wicadilz » 
Or wherever colonial docu- 
ments might be located. 

Medina” s exile ein Spain 
bore abundant fruit in the 
seven years following his 


‘be a teacher. 
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return tocChite = he publish- 
ed 78 volumes in that peri- 
od, mostly bibliographies, 
but the total included his- 
tories, biographies and geo- 
graphical studies =A 
latedto this*isa tas goal of 
a complete history of Span- 
ish rule in the New World. 

By the year 1897, Medina 
had received awards, cita- 
tions, medals, and other 
honors from many countries, 
however, Chile didn't recog- 
nize her most famous son 
until that year; he was ap= 
pointed an academic member 
of +Chestnwivérsd trae 
Chile's Facultad de Filoeses 
fia y Humanides, an overdue 
honor because there hadn't 
been a vacant chair. 

Medina didn't fill the 
position long, though, for 
he just wasn't ‘cut out"™ to 
He claimed 
later that he had become 
discouraged due to a lack 
of interest on the part 6a 
his students, most of whom 
viewed history as an ancil- 
lary subject. Basically a 
research writer, he resign- 
ed his position with the 
university and returned to 
those pursuits more to his 
Fadortie 

In 1901 Medina was ap- 
pointed as Consul General 
of Chile to Madrid, but he 
refused the post. Late in 
1902 he was cited by offi- 
Cial decree to investigate 
the public libraries and 
archives in Europe, and to 
report his findings to the 
government of Chile: aaiiwasee 
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a task he undertook 
happily. 

He remained in Europe... 
Spain, sprimaraly.. until 
1904, when he returned with 
more than 8,000 pages of 
HOveSpe and neaGly 110,000 
rare books and documents re- 
TaAGLege tor spall shecolonial 
history. Within the next 
eight years Medina publish- 
ed 60 volumes, most of 
which -related to printing 
PieColonual cities ofthe 
New World, including New 
Orleans, La. 

In 1912 Medina returned 
TOomoacarm, sorimarily ito 
search for material on his 
obsession, Alonso de 
Ercilias: within six months 
he had found and copied 
mor Carunan~GOO0 documents (on 
the poet. The results of 
this effort was the even- 
Boat DUDUUCatlonvol.Lour 
ViOmlmnes On RCCL | Tay oma 
COva wor tive’ up toivthat 
time, with a Sixth being 
ready for publication at 
the time of his death. (13) 

As the years pressed on 
Medina, his production 
SloweGrah quantity, but mot 
quabitatively- During the 
years from 1904 to 1923, 
Medina published 'only' 38 
vormes=: tn the, latter .year, 
tiewunwversiutywot Chile 
held a special convocation 
inenusenonor, celebrating 
hiswo0theyear’as a woiter. 
Hagibrgiteot Lieleventawas 
the presentation of a gold 
medal to Medina by the 
president of Chile, Arturo 


27 


Alessandri. 

Of special note to numis- 
matists is a gold medal 
that Medina presented to 
his wife in 1899, commemo- 
rating their wedding anni- 
versary. The obverse of the 
medal depicts the couple, 
facing right; the reverse 
reads, "AMOR LABORQUE 
EEE CLTASSV TAPS awhteh 
translates as, "Happiness 
in Life is Found in Love 
ands labo Gs. 

Medina received many 
honors during his lifetime, 
and he was elected to near- 
ly 40 learned societies, 
among them: American Anti- 
quarian Society, American 
Association of Teachers of 
Spanish, American Geograph- 
ical Society, American 
Jewish Historical Society, 
BibVTrograpnicalse Socwety o£ 
America, and the Massachu- 
Setts, Nastorica lwSeciety- 

'Foreign' societies in- 
clude: Real Academia Espamfi- 
ola, the Jewish Historical 
Societyrom England, and 
SOGIGEICS Bret CUuador,  PeLu;, 
Mexico,s Portugal, Bolivia, 
Argentina, Uruguay, France, 
and Guatemala. 

Medina was the first 
American to receive the 
Grandeer oss, OfeALronsorxi nL, 
rendered only to those who 
have performed the highest 
services to’ Spain. In 1910 
themvunta ide Historraly 
Numismatica Argentina 
struck a special medal in 
his honor; the Sociedad de 
Geografia y Historia 
(Chile,) presented him with> 
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Gresham... 
its gold medal. The Nation- 
al University of Mexico 
awarded him its Doctor's 
Degree honoris causa. 
Obviously, Medina didn't 
lack recognition or honors. 
On December 11, 1930, 
Medina died after a long 
bout with pneumonia. As 
they were childless, he was 
Survived only by his widow, 
who lived until 1936. 


IV. COMMENTARY 

If someone were to com- 
plletaWiist ofethemtTop 
100' geniuses of any 
century, Medina's name 
would be on it, so valuable 
aves, Drsecontrrbutionsito 
humanity: Anthropologist, 
bio-bibliographer, cartog- 
rapher, geographer, lawyer, 
hi storrvanyelinguist: Wlater— 
aly CaLELowinaruralisté: 
numismatist, phiologist, 
editor, printer, publisher, 
and binder. He excelled in 
allPott those tia etaceand 
more; truly,.‘a man for any 
reason.' 

NOTES 

1. 'America' and 'American' are 
used in this article in the collec- 
tive, sense, i.e., the New World. 
2. ROBERTS, Sarah Elizabeth. José 
Toribio Medina, His Life and 
Works, Washington, D.C., 1941, 
p86. Roberts was quoting Barros 
Borgono, Don José, (in) Inter- 
America, VII, June, 1924, pp366-7, 
who was quoting Rafael Altamira. 
3. BROMSEN, Maury A. José Toribio 
Medina. (in) The South Atlantic 
Quarterly Volerxe Lynas July, 
1945, pp316-26. 


The Asylum 


4. FIELD, William B. Osgood, Chair- 
man, Committee on the Award of the 
Huntington Medal (in) The Numisma- 
tist, Vol. 40, No. 2, February, 
1927 ,Po1Ds. 

5. PRADEAU, A.F. Don Jos®@ Toribio 
Medina. (in) The Numismatist, Vol. 
45, Now 3; March; 19322pa7ee 

6. NESMITH, Robert I. Medina, The 
Numismatist. (in) José Toribio 


Medina, Humanist of the Americas, 
An Appraisal. Pan American Union, 


Washington, D.C., 1960, p115. 
(Cited hereafter as Humanist.) 

7. *BROMSENS op. cit.5 pelae 

8. SCHULMAN, Hans M.F. (in) Fore- 
word to his auction catalog of 
March 19-21, 1968, the Collection 
of José Toribio Medina, where he 
States that Medina was born on, 
",.-October 12, 1852." (Hesation 
States that Medina died in, 
",.-October, 1930," whereas he 
died on December 11, 1930. The 
next error is, "He published 21 
wor kSae” 

Alcedo Almanzar apparently copied 
Schulman's mistakes, for he used 
the same dates in his 'Medina' auc- 
tion catalogs of August 31, 1970, 
and April 12, 1971. In his Fore- 
word to the Quarterman reprint of 


Medallas de Proclamaciones y 
Juras, Boston, 1973, Almanzar 


repeats the errors. 
9. CHIAPPA, Victor M. Obras de 


Medina. (in) Revista Chilena de 
Historia y Geograffca, XLVII, 3d 


Qt, 1925.9 p144- 

10. Humanist, op.cit.,; p50e 

11. See ‘Notes on the Medina Bibli- 
ography' for more information on 
this press. (In next issue.-Ed.) 
12. LEHMANN-HAUPT, Helmut. Medina 


as a Printer. (in) Humanist, p186. 


13.-ROBERTS; Sop uci ue 
(Continued Next Issue) 
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